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His Beatitude Lubomyr Husar 


PHOTO — UNIAN 


mi | Protesters try to break through the police cordon in front of the Presidential Administration building in Kyiv, 


Protesters call for Kuchma’s 


ns Lubomyr| esignation from Presidency 


(RFE/RL/UNIAN)—Some 5,000 people took part in 
an anti-presidential demonstration in Kyiv on Feb. 6, 
demanding that President Leonid Kuchma step down 
over allegations of his complicity in the disappearance 
of independent journalist Heorhiy Gongadze. 

The protesters from both left- and right-wing parties 
and organizations marched in downtown Kyiv, pick- 
eted the parliamentary building, and tried to storm the 
presidential administration building but were stopped 
by a police cordon and a high wall erected around the 
administration compound. 

During the attack on the Ukraine Without Kuchma 
action’s tent camp on Khreshchatyk Street, the attack- 
ers were throwing packages with an unknown chemi- 
cal substance at the protesters. 


enthroned in Lviv 
Named Cardinal the same day 


By Marco Levytsky 
With files from the Press Office of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, 
Catholic News Services, Associated Press 

His Beatitude Lubomyr Husar was enthroned as Major Archbishop of 
Lviv and Patriarch of the Ukrainian Greek Catholics at St. George’s Ukrain- 
ian Greek Catholic Cathedral in Lviv, Jan. 28. 

The three highest ranking prelates of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church in the world — Metropolitan Archbishops Stephan Sulyk of Phila- 
delphia (USA), Michael Bzdel of Winnipeg (Canada) and Jan Martinyak 
of Peremyshl-Warsaw (Poland) enthroned His Beatitude, representing the 


the packages were still lying along the sidewalk. The 
Synod of Ukrainian Catholic Bishops. Piet ate 4 


chemical was packaged into milk cartons. The protest 
The enthronement ceremony took 
place during the celebration of Di- 
vine Liturgy (Mass) concelebrated 
by 26 Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Bishops from Ukraine, Canada, the 
United States, Australia, Poland, 
Great Britain, France, Italy, Brazil, 
Argentina, as well as bishops of the 
Roman Catholic Church in Ukraine. 

Edmonton Eparch Bishop Law- 
rence Huculak, one of the bishops 
attending, called the enthronement 
“a fitting conclusion to the historic 
significance of the Synod.” 

“The synod was historically the 
first time that all the Ukrainian 
Catholic bishops from around the 
world directly participated in the 
election of the head of the Church,” 
he told Ukrainian News. 

Bishop Lawrence added that to his 
knowledge this makes the Ukrain- 
ian Greek Catholic Church the only 
Ukrainian Church in history in 
which bishops from the diaspora 
directly participates in electing the 
head. 

Patriarch Lubomyr came to Ed- 
monton in 1997 to participate in the 
ordination and installation of Bishop 
Lawrence. 
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(«Українська Правда») Дивна історія трапила- 
ся з Сергієм Головатим у Страсбурзі. Працюючи 
на ПАРЄ, депутат мав намір отримати результати 
німецької ДНК-експертизи останків таращансь- 
кого тіла. Однак «контактній особі» так і не 
вдалося зустрітися з ним. СБУ вирішила проко- 
ментувати це повідомлення. 

26 січня, Головатий мав поїхати до Німеччини 
та отримати результати незалежної експертизи, 
яку проводила приватна німецька структура. 
Однак, як заявив сам депутат, його контактер 

ор Стельмах, що мав передати результати, 
подзвонив і повідомив, що в цю ж п'ятницю 
його викликали до генерального консульства 
України в Мюнхені. «Ніби то для перевірки 
паспортних даних», - передає з прес-конференції 
депутата інтерфакс- Україна. 

У консульстві Стельмаху повідомили, що 
людина з його прізвищем у 1994 році перевозила 
наркотики, тепер ним цікавиться німецька поліція 
і його хочуть допитати в сусідній кімнаті. У 
сусідній кімнаті Стельмаху пред'явили доручення 
генпрокуратури України. Воно було адресоване 
голові СБУ Деркачу, з повідомленням про те, 
що генпрокуратура розслідує справу Гонгадзе і 
тому просить встановити місцезнаходження 
Стельмаха і допитати його як свідка. Стельмах 
вихопив цей документ з рук співробітника, який 
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An UNIAN correspondent on Geb. 6 reported that . 


action participants say the police were nowhere nearby 
during the attack. й 

During the day, there were two attacks оп the tent 
camp. During the second attack at about 1400, unknown 
people with black banners, calling themselves “anar- 
chists”, appeared from Passazh [street off 
Khreshchatyk] and destroyed a number of tents of the 
Ukraine Without Kuchma action. The “attackers” were 
guided by individuals with radios and wearing civilian 
clothes who remained in Passazh. 

The protesters adopted a resolution demanding the 
resignation of Kuchma, Interior Minister Yuriy 
Kravchenko, and Security Service chief Leonid 
Derkach, whom they hold responsible for the alleged 
murder of Gongadze. 

The protestors say they are frustrated by government 
corruption because it has stalled economic growth and 
Cont. on P. 5 


Детектив від Головатого Ta СБУ 


йому його показував, і втік. 

Саме так загадково розгорталися події, які, зі 
слів Головатого, стали на заваді отримання 
результатів експертизи. 

Через кілька годин перес-центр СБУ розказав 
свою версію того, що відбулося. Стельмах, коли 
дізнався про пляни допитати його як свідка, 
зажадав присутності адвоката. Тільки за такої 
умови він погодився свідчити. «Відряджений 
відповідно до доручення прокуратури співробітник 
СБУ» сказав, що адвокат для допиту як свідків 
не потрібен, передає прес-центр. 

Після цього «Стельмах повів себе агресивно, 
вихопив текст доручення генпрокуратури і 
залишив приміщення дипустанови», — повідомляє 
СБУ, нагадуючи, що територія дипустанови за 
кордоном є територією України, «на якій в пов- 
ній мірі діють норми українського законодавства»: 

Висновок зі всієї цієї історії СБУ зробила в 
фірмовому стилі Потебенька. «Поведінка Стель- 
маха, а також неадекватно хвороблива реакція 
деяких відомих політиків України на вищезгадану 
подію, зокрема, Мороза, який через декілька 
годин після вказаних подій поквапився висловити 
офіційний протест проти дій представників СБУ 
за кордоном, свідчить про їх причетність до 
розкручення політичного скандалу, пов'язаного 
зі зникненням Гонгадзе». 
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МАТРИМОНІЯЛЬНЕ 

Українка, 38 років, донечці 14 років, розлучена не зі своєї 
вини. Познайомлюся з паном відповідного віку від 40 до 60 
років, бажаю з українцем, який мешкає в Канаді, Америці 
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Тернопільська, м. Бучач, вул. Б. Хмельницького 59. Собків 
Олександра Іванівна. 


ст в 3 EE НЕ В Р НИ 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27,3:30 p.m., Heritage Lounge, Athabasca 
Hall, The Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies at the University 
of Alberta continues its Winter 2001 Seminar Series with a lecture 
by Dr. Heather Jean Coleman, Department of History, University 
of Calgary. Dr. Coleman will speak on “The Stundists of Kyiv Province: 
Popular Religion, National Identity and Political Reliability in Late 
Imperial Russia.” For further information, please call 
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Тарас Чорновіл: «На 
плівках - мій голос» 


(«Українська Правда»)- Тарас Чорновіл під- 
твердив, що на записах Мельниченка саме його 
голос. В інтерв'ю УП він заявив, що 31-го 
січня прослухав свою розмову з Кучмою. «Це 
абсолютно мій голос», - сказав депутат і додав, 
що тепер буде вимагати свого допиту як свідка. 
Чорновіл також обіцяє «серію громадських 
прослуховувань». 

«Всі деталі розмови та інтонація, відповідність 
змісту цілковиті. Окремі деталі розмови ніколи 
ні з ким не обговорювалися, тому будь-яку 
можливість фальсифікації відкидаю. Я публічно 
підтверджую автентичність записів. Офіційно ж 
цей акт має задокументувати спеціяльна комісія 
Лавриновича. Я під присягою підтверджу 
правдивість розмови, що має бути занесено до 
протоколу, піду до генпрокуратури та буду 
наполягати, щоб мене допитали в якості свідка 
захисту в справі, порушеній проти Мельниченка». 
Крім того, депутат готовий свідчити як побічний 
свідок у справі щодо зникнення Георгія Гонгадзе. 

Як каже Тарас Чорновіл, засідання комісії 
може відбутися 6 лютого, коли розпочнеться 
сесія Верховної Ради. «Я буду наполягати, щоб 


воно було проведене якнайшвидше». 

Запис розмови з Кучмою депутат отримав 
електронною поштою. На комісії Лавриновича, 
де Чорновіл присягатиметься у автентичності 
запису, йому буде запропонована касета. За 
словами депутата, після того, як він офіційно 
підтвердить запис своїх свідчень, у слідства має 
відпасти принаймні два питання. «По-перше, 
можна буде стверджувати, що відбувався сам 
факт запису. По-друге, за структурою шумів, 
екранувань можна буде провести аналогії з запи- 
сами, на яких йдеться про зникнення Гонгадзе». 

Якість звуку на аудіозаписі достатньо чітка. 
Чорновіл пообіцяв організувати «серію громадсь- 
ких прослуховувань» своєї розмови з Кучмою. 
«Навіть не зважаючи на те, що в політичному 
пляні ці розмови не найприємніші. На записах 
йдеться про об'єднання правих та ініціятиву 
Богдана Бойка, і голосу Кучми там навіть більше, 
ніж мого», - сказав Чорновіл. 

На запитання, чи чинився на нього тиск з 
боку «прихильників Кучми» Чорновіл сказав: 
«Хай би тільки спробували. В результаті вони 
б отримали ще більший розголос». 


СКУ заявляє стурбування 
подіями в Україні 


(СКУ) Світовий Конгрес Українців на своїх 
нарадах 27-го січня 2001 р. розглядав останні 
події в Україні, котрі є сьогодні предметом 
невпинного зацікавлення не тільки в Україні, а 
також поза нею, як діяспорою так і міжнародним 
товариством, та вирішив подати з того приводу 
свої зауваження. 

Вважаємо необхідним підкреслити своє стурбу- 
вання подіями в Україні майже від перших днів 
незалежности, де зникають, пропадають або 
відкрито гинуть політики, громадські посадові 


юсоби та представники журналістики, зокрема = 


ті, котрі в основному критикують існуючу владу. 
Найновіша справа загадкової загибелі Георгія 
Гонгадзе - це лише останній випадок, котрий 
яскраво підтверджує негативне відношення в 
Україні до свободи слова та демократії. 

СКУ також стривожений негативним розголо- 


сом на сторінках західної преси, що справляє 
неприхильне враження публічної думки та може 
пошкодити у процесах інтеграції України у західні 
міжнародні структури та одночасно скерувати 
Україну на схід. 

Беручи до уваги серйозність ситуації, вважаємо, 
що владні структури України на чолі з Президен- 
том повинні серйозно зайнятися тими справами 
та подати задовільняючу відповідь про них укра- 
їнському народові та міжнародному товариству. 


Процес вияснення повинен відбуватися об'єктивно а 
та "прозоро: Такий підхід приверне довір'я до | 


України як держави демократичних засад т 
верховенства закону. 


За Світовий Конгрес Українців 
Аскольд Лозинський, Президент 
Віктор Педенко, Генеральний Секретар 
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Irop Столяров 

(Радіо «Свобода»)--На тери- 
торії Одеського морського тор- 
говельного порту стався справж- 
ній скандал. Працівники відомчої 
охорони порту брутально зірвали 
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Службу Божу за єдність христи- 
янських церков та за добробут 
моряків у цілому світі. 

Службу Божу правили у дзві- 
ниці святого Архистратига Ми- 
хаїла, яка вже близько року пра- 
цює як екуменічна. Тут моляться 
та зустрічаються з моряками 
священики різних християнських 
церков. Дзвіниця є унікальною 
спорудою, яка зроблена в націо- 
нальному українському дусі. 
Подібних церков немає нині у 
жодному іншому українському 
порті. 

На об'єднаному Богослужінні 
були присутні духівники чоти- 
рьох християнських церков — 
УПЦ ПК, УГКЦ, Римо-като- 
лицької церкви та Німецької 
лютеранської церкви в Україні. 
Навіть молитва не зупинила пра- 
цівників відомчої охорони Одесь- 
кого морського торговельного 
порту на чолі із заступником її 
керівника паном Одарюком. 

Поведінку охорони каплан та 
священик УПЦ КП отець Олек- 
сандр Смеричинський назвав 
справжнім хамством. 


Говорить Смеричинський: 
«Від самого початку діям охо- 
рони не можу знайти пояснення 
чи виправдань. У будь якому 
випадку - тут відчувається певна 
лінія керівника Одеського мор- 
ського торговельного порту. Ми 
добре знаємо, що існують на 
території порту паралельно 
структури, які займаються тим 
же. Їм не роблять жодних пе- 
решкод. Нас всіма руками і но- 
гами стараються не пустити...» 
Тим часом, вже при виході 3 
території порту у президента 
центру «Місія для мореплавців» 
Олександра Сорокіна та його 
помічника Ростислава Інжестой- 
кова охорона силовим бруталь- 
ним чином видерла з рук та 
повернула спеціяльні річні пере- 
пустки. А наслідок - капелансь-- 
ку роботу серед моряків свяще- 
ників, які об'єдналися навколо 
Центру «Місія для мореплавців» 
блоковано. Їм безпідставно забо- 
ронено зустрічатися з моряками 
на території Одеського морсько- 
го торговельного порту. 
Протистояння триває. 


У Львові здійснив аварійну посадку літак 


(«День») -30 січня в аеропорту Львова здійснив аварійну посадку 
літак Як-40 дніпропетровської авіакомпанії «ЄЕС-АВІА», що 
виконував рейс за маршрутом Львів - Дніпропетровськ. На бор- 
ту літака знаходилось 5 членів екіпажу та 5 пасажирів. Жертв 
та постраждалих немає. Як повідомляє УНІАН із посиланням на 
Міністерство з питань надзвичайних ситуацій, причина аварійної 
посадки - загорання перегородки за кабіною екіпажу. 


й 
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Moscow Patriarchate vows to disrupt papal visit 


Kyiv Patriarchate and Autocephalous Church welcome visit as key for ecumenism and nation building 


(JF Monitor)—Pope John Paul II has accepted an invita- 
tion from President Leonid Kuchma and Ukraine’s Eastern- 
rite Catholic Episcopate to visit Ukraine. The Vatican’s 
spokesman, Cardinal Joaquin Navarro-Valls, confirmed on 
Jan. 23 that the Pope will pay a state and pastoral visit in June 
to Kyiv and to Lviv, a stronghold in Ukraine of Eastern-rite 
and of Roman Catholicism. 

The Vatican’s announcement lays to rest the possibility that 
the Russian Orthodox Church and its branch, the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church-Moscow Patriarchate, could stop the papal 
visit with their threats of disruption. 

By contrast, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Kyiv 
Patriarchate and the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox 
Church are hailing the papal visit and underscoring its im- 
portance in terms both of ecumenism and of Ukrainian na- 
tion building. 

The hierarchies of the Russian Orthodox Church and its 
branch in Ukraine have been opposed to the reestablishment 
of Ukraine’s Eastern-rite Catholic Church (popularly known 
as “Uniate” Church) since 1990. That church has deep roots 
in regions of western Ukraine which were never part of the 
Russian Empire and were only incorporated into the Soviet 
Union during the Second World War. 

In 1946 the Soviet authorities forcibly dissolved the Uniate 
Church, transferring all of its parishes and assets to the Rus- 
sian Orthodox Church. A large part of the Uniate clergy per- 
ished in the Gulag, while ordinary followers of that church 
formed a disproportionately large contingent among political 
detainees and in the underground churches throughout the 
Soviet period. 

The Soviet authorities and the KGB in western Ukraine — 
as in other areas on the Western fringes of the Soviet Union 


— backed the Moscow Patriarchate as the church loyal to the 
Soviet state against the disloyal Uniates and other groups. 
Among the Ukrainian Orthodox, the most active opponents 
of Soviet rule rejected the church of Moscow Patriarchate 
and formed clandestine groups of the Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church. 

After Ukraine gained its independence, the Uniate church 
reestablished its three bishoprics in western Ukraine and, by 
now, some 3,700 parishes throughout Ukraine, and began an 
uphill effort, which is still in progress, to regain church build- 
ings and other property. The Russian church and its Ukrain- 
ian Orthodox Church-Moscow Patriarchate strongly oppose 
such restitution, equating the efforts with an “instigation to 
interfaith conflict.” The Moscow Patriarchate takes the posi- 
tion that the Vatican’s support to the rebirth of the Uniate 
church in Ukraine constitutes “intrusion into the Russian Or- 
thodox Church’s canonical space.” 

On Jan. 22, a public statement of the Holy Synod and As- 
sembly of Bishops of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Mos- 
cow Patriarchate asked Pope John Paul II to postpone the 
planned visit to Ukraine indefinitely. It cited two reasons for 
the demand: first, the “interfaith conflict in western Ukraine;” 
and, second, the intention of the Pope and of the hierarchy of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church — Kyiv Patriarchate to meet 
during the Pope’s visit. 

The statement warned: “Should your holiness meet with 
the UOCKP’s schismatic leaders, upon whom our church has 
cast its anathema, such a meeting would constitute gross in- 
terference into our internal affairs and support for the schis- 
matics.... This would result in a suspension of all relations 
between our Churches, terminating the era of the Second Vati- 
can Council in Orthodox-Catholic relations.” 


Statements of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Moscow 
Patriarchate are, as a matter of course, cleared with the office 
of the Patriarch Aleksy П in Moscow on any issue of ecu- 
menical and international significance. The tenor and impli- 
cations of this statement, however, leave little doubt that it 
originated with Aleksy. 

Coincidentally, on Jan. 24, the Patriarch awarded the prize 
of the Unity of Orthodox Peoples to President Alyaksandr 
Lukashenka of Belarus at a special ceremony in Moscow. 
Using the terms “Orthodox Unity” and “Slavic Unity” inter- 
changeably, Aleksy concluded that “our common religion is 
the core of the Slavic spirit” — a view that leaves no room 
for national or religious distinctiveness in Ukraine or Belarus. 

On Jan. 23, Bishop Pavlo of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church-Moscow Patriarchate warned on television that the 
hierarchy of that church would refuse any meeting with the 
Pope in Kyiv and that “believers and other people [of that 
church] are getting together in order to obstruct the Pope’s 
visit.” The Pope might “like a regular tourist buy a ticket and 
visit the upper part of Kyiv Lavra monastery” but he must in 
that case expect to be met by protesters. 

On the same day, and in stark contrast, Patriarch Filaret of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Kyiv Patriarchate, as well 
as the hierarchy of the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox 
Church, announced the intention of those churches to wel- 
come the Pope in Ukraine. 

Ukraine’s Prime Minister Viktor Yushchenko, Foreign Af- 
fairs Minister Anatoly Zlenko and Deputy Prime Minister 
Mykola Zhulynsky are personally involved in the prepara- 
tions for the Pope’s visit. The government will offer special 
low fares on public transportation for those wishing to travel 
to Kyiv or Lviv in order to attend the papal mass. 


Cont. from P. 1 

Msgr. Yuri Dzudar brought greet- 
ings from the Vatican Congregation 
for Eastern Churches. 

At the end of the Divine Liturgy 
His Excellency, Archbishop Nikola 
Eterovic, Apostolic Nuncio in 
Ukraine, announced that His Holi- 
ness Pope John Paul П had named 
His Beatitude Lubomyr cardinal of 
the Holy Roman Catholic Church. 
Archbishop Nikola announced that 
His Excellency Marian Jaworski 
Roman Catholic Archbishop of Lviv 
was also named cardinal. 

Both will be made cardinals dur- 
ing a special ceremony on Feb 21, 
2001 in the Vatican. 

Bishop Lawrence this too was 
very significant — because the ap- 
pointment of the Roman Catholic 
Archbishop was made in the Ukrain- 
ian Catholic Cathedral and because 
of the quickness by which the Holy 
See adopted the decision of the 

ainian Catholic Synod. 

ecause of his age (68) Patriarch 
Lubomyr may be the first Ukrain- 
ian cardinal to participate in a con- 
clave to elect a new pope, Bishop 
Lawrence noted. 

Pope John Paul’s nomination of 
two new Ukrainian cardinals is a 
sign of his admiration for fidelity to 
the faith in suffering and his sensi- 
tivity toward the dominant Eastern- 
rite community, Church observers 
said, according to Catholic News 
Services. 

Patriarch Husar, and Archbishop 
Jaworski, as well as Janis Pujats, 70, 
the archbishop of Riga were among 
the seven new cardinals-designate 
the pope added Jan. 28 to the list of 
37 he announced a week earlier. 

Jaworski, 74, is an adviser and 
close personal friend of the pope 

since the pope’s days in Krakow. 

Pope John Paul did not say why 
he had kept the nominations of 
Jaworski and Pujats secret. 

But he said in naming the two, 


__ along with Husar, "1 intend to hon- 


our their churches which, especially 
over the course of the 20th century, 
were harshly tried.” 

The pope said they were among 


. the many Christians who offered the 


й 
і 
| 


world the example of making sacri- 
fices for their faith, to the point of 


offering their lives. 

In Ukraine, the Eastern-rite 
Catholic Church was banned by law, 
its bishops were arrested and all its 
property confiscated. The Latin-rite 
Church was not outlawed, but it was 
harassed and many of its members, 
drawn from Ukraine’s Polish minor- 
ity, were deported or exiled. 

Cardinal Achille Silvestrini, the 
recently retired prefect of the Con- 
gregation for Eastern Churches, said 
he thought Pope John Paul kept the 
Jaworski nomination secret out of 
respect for the larger Eastern-rite 
church now led by Husar. 

In 1998, the head of the Ukrain- 
ian Catholic Church, Cardinal 
Myroslav Lubachivsky “was ill and 
it seemed likely he would die soon, 
50 it seemed prudent пої to make a 
Latin cardinal when the Greek 
Catholic Cardinal was in that con- 
dition,” Silvestrini said. 

The Synod which elected Patri- 
arch Lubomyr ended two days prior 
to the enthronement. 

His Beatitude Lubomyr was born 
in Lviv on Feb. 26, 1933. 

He left Ukraine with his parents 
in 1944 and, after a short stay in 
Salzburg, Austria, he emigrated to 
the USA, where he studied at St. 
Basil’s Ukrainian Catholic College 
Seminary Stamford, CT. USA 
(1950-1954), at the Catholic Univer- 
sity of America in Washington, D.C. 
(1954-1958) where he received an 
License of Sacred Theology, at 
Fordham University, New York City 
(1962-1967) where he received a 
Masters degree in Philosophy and 
at the Pontifical University 
Urbanianum, Rome where he re- 
ceived a Doctorate in Sacred The- 
ology. 

Ordained a priest by Bishop 
Ambrose Senyshyn in Stamford on 
March 30, 1958, he was a pastor in 
Kerhonkson, NY (1965-1969) and 
prefect of St. Basil’s Ukrainian 
Catholic College Seminary in 
Stamford, (1958-1969). 

He went to Rome in 1972 where 
he became a Hieromonk of the 
Studite Order in 1972. 

He was elected Archimandrite 
(Abbot) of the Order and on April 
2, 1977 was consecrated bishop by 
His Beatitude Josyf Cardinal Slipyj, 


Patriarch Lubomyr enthroned in Lviv 


for the Church in Ukraine. 

He resided at the Studion Monas- 
tery in Grottaferrata, Rome until 
1992, when he returned to live in 
Ukraine. He was appointed Exarch 
of Kyiv-Vyshhorod by His Beati- 
tude Myroslav Ivan in April 1996. 
On Oct. 17 1996 he was appointed 
auxiliary bishop to Cardinal 
Lubachivsky with delegated facul- 
ties of the major archbishop. 

After Cardinal Lubachivsky’s 
death on Dec. 14 2000, he was ap- 
pointed Apostolic Administrator . 
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Сергій Драчук 

(Радіо «Свобода»)- Бути українцем са- 
ме по собі викликає депресію. Замість 
жити собі затишно в одній із найчудовні- 
ших країн світу, як скажімо, в Канаді, 
вони почуваються дедалі гірше - україн- 
ська діяспора переживає «колективний 
нервовий зрив», за словами одного 3 її 
діячів, що їх наводить британський 
тижневик Економист у нещодавній 
редакційній статті, - бо ж їхні відвічні 
мрії про незалежну Україну в'януть, пос- 
тавши перед знужденнілою й скорум- 
пованою українською дійсністю. 

Їншим східноевропейцям пощастило 
більше, зауважиє Економист. Колишні 
вигнанці досить добре влаштовуються в 
післякомуністичній Польщі. У країнах 
Балтії з емігрантів, що повернулися, вий- 
шли два президенти, міністр закордонних 
справ і вервечка інших поважних урядов- 
ців. Останній прем'єр-міністр Словенії 
прожив більшу частку життя в Арген- 
тині. Вірменія занапастилася б без гро- 
шей і підтримки своєї заможної й 
впливової діяспори. 

Україна ж, яка, за більшістю підрахун- 
ків, має найчисленнішу діяспору, зовсім 
інакша, констатує тижневик. Жоден еміг- 
рант не обіймає якоїсь помітної посади, 


за винятком хіба дружини прем'єр-мініс- 
тра - українки з Америки. Більшість 
тих, хто повернувся й узявся за підприєм- 
ництво, зазнала невдачі. Українці з діяс- 
пори не популярні в країні - їх уважають 
переважно за розумак і схиблених націо- 
налістів. Вони ж здебільшого мають 
керівників України за зрадників, шахраїв 
або за те й інше разом. Збирання коштів 
для рідної країни й захист її інтересів 
за кордоном різко скоротилися. 

Справжньою ж проблемою стали ціл- 
ковито розбіжні погляди на історію, пише 
Економист. Більшість діячів діяспори 
походять із Західної України, яку Радян- 
ський Союз поглинув тільки 1939 року. 
Дехто там вирішив, що нацисти будуть 
меншим із двох лих, і воював поруч із 
ними. Ї майже всі там - запеклі 
антикомуністи. Партизанська війна в тих 
краях тривала до 50-х років, нагадує 
журнал. Натомість решта країни більше 
сумує за Радянським Союзом і не така 
антиросійська - навіть незважаючи на 
Сталінів штучний голодомор. 

Тож зараз діяспора в скруті. «Мушу 
тепер знайти себе знову», - цитує одного 
українця з Канади, який більшу частину 
життя присвятив українській справі, 
редакційна стаття тижневика Економист. 
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Сумна українська діяспора В'язниця у Бельгії чекає на Волкова 


Славко Волинський 

(Радіо «Свобода»)- -Нагадаємо, що ді- 
яльністю фірм Волкова, його діяльністю 
і походженням капіталу бельгійські пра- 
воохоронні органи почали серйозно зай- 
матися після того, як у 1997 році одер- 
жали запит від прокуратури Швейцарії 
- встановити власника рахунку в Гене- 
рале Банк, через який здійснювались 
деякі фінансові трансакції затриманого 
у Швейцарії російського мафіозі Сергія 
Михайлова - «Михась». 

Тижневик Гумо пише, що після сигналу 
з Женеви у бельгійських правоохоронців 
виникло питання: «Що робить українсь- 
кий відомий політик у Бельгії?» Поліція 
почула сморід чорних грошей, коли 
встановила, що фльоту автомобілів О. 
Волков купував сплачуючи готівкою, а 
за деяку нерухомість заплатив грошовим 
чеком на якому поставлено його підпис. 
Їнший факт, який змусив бельгійських 
правоохоронців засумніватися у чесній 
комерційній діяльності нардепа України 
- це надходження великіх капіталів в 
бельгійські банки на рахунки Волкова з 
Молдови. 

У 1998 році українського нардепа 
Волкова викликала на допит брюссель- 
ська кримінальна поліція, аби він дав 
пояснення щодо капіталу, який надійшов 
у Бельгію з Молдови. Ї коли його ткнули 
носом у документи, пише тижневик Гумо, 
Волков дав таке пояснення: 

- Я продавав з України в Молдову 
вугілля і це гроші за експорт вугілля у 
Молдовську Республіку. 


Тоді слідчі поставили народному 
депутату України запитання: 

- Чому-ж у такому випадку молдовська 
сторона надіслала гроші Волкову саме 
у Бельгію, а не спрямувала їх на його 
Батьківщину в Україну? 

На це український нардеп не зумів 
дати путнього пояснення. 

Брюссельська кримінальна поліція 
призначила українському нардепу нове 
побачення через два тижні, оскільки для 
його негайного арешту ще не мала 
ордеру від прокуратури. Саме цим 
Волков і скористався і накивав п'ятами 
в Бельгії і не показується у цій країні 
вже третій рік. 

Кримінальна справа Волкова була пе- 
редана до прокуратури, яку веде слідчий 
Колет Калеварт. Рахунки з рештками 
грошей - 150 млн. бельгійських франків 
заблоковані. Накладений арешт на авто- 
мобілі Волкова та його нерухоме майно. 
А не так давно до бельгійського слідчого 
Калеварта звернулися за консультацією 
у справі Волкова німецькі правоохоронці 
з міста Візбаден із кримінального феде- 
рального бюро - Бундес Кримінал Ам. 

В Німеччині також зацікавились ко- 
мерційною діяльністю Волкова. Тижневик 
Гумо зазначає, що комерційні справи 
Волкова переплітаються із справами відо- 
мих кримінальних магнатів - Бірштейном, 
Могілевічем та босом російської мафії 
- Борисом Нейфелдом, який зараз 
знаходиться у антверпенській в'язниці. 
Поруч з його камерою є ще одна 
порожня, яка чекає наступного злочинця. 


Польський поліцай винен у смерті 
українця, стверджує посольство 


Сергій Солодкий 

(«День») Скандал, що розгорівся дов- 
кола вбивства українського громадянина 
польським поліцейським, обіцяє бути не 
з малих. Попередня інформація про те, 
що 28 січня біля польського міста Свід- 
нік Люблінського воєводства застрелили 
українця з вини останнього, 30 січня 
українська сторона віднесла до розгляду 
сумнівних. У зв'язку 3 цим до ПОЛЬСЬКОГО 
міністерства закордонних справ посоль- 
ство України в Речі Посполитій напра- 
вило ноту з рішучим протестом проти 
«агресивних дій представників польської 
поліції стосовно громадянина України». 
У цій же ноті українська амбасада звер- 
тається до польської сторони провести 
об'єктивне розслідування справи, а також 
вжити відповідних заходів для неодпу- 
щення таких ситуацій в майбутньому, 
повідомляє Інтерфакс- Україна. 

Згідно з інформацією, яку поширив 
позавчора прес-аташе посольства Укра- 
їни у Польщі Олексій Платонов, авто- 
мобіль «Шкода», яким керував громадя- 
нин України, був затриманий польською 
поліцією. За словами останньої, право- 
охоронці довго гналися за авто, оскільки 
водій нібито не хотів зупинятися. Під 
час перевірки документів із невідомих 
причин між водієм та поліцією відбулася 
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сутичка, внаслідок неї правоохоронці i 
вдалися до вогнепальної зброї, а грома- 
дянина України було вбито, повідомило 
УНІАН. 

Проте 30 січня стали відомі інші 
деталі, про які українській стороні, 
вочевидь, польські правоохоронці нічого 
не повідомили. Ї вже вчора прес-служба 
нашого ж посольства опротестувала 
попередню «польську версію» після про- 
веденого власного розслідування у справі. 
Працівники амбасади з'ясивали що 25-- 
річний Сергій Кудря, житель Київської 
області, повертався в Україну з Чехії, 
де легально працював. Разом із ним в 
машині знаходилася його вагітна дружина. 
Уранці 28 січня вона відчула наближення 
пологів, в результаті чого водій збільшив 
швидкість автомобіля. Помітивши пат- 
руль польської поліції, який вимагав зу- 
пинки, Кудря зупинив авто і не чинив 
жодного спротиву, підкреслила прес- 
служба агентству Їнтерфакс- Україна. 
Попри це, один із поліцейських підбіг 
до машини з пістолетом у руках, силою 
виштовхав водія, звалив на землю, 
приклав пістолет до голови і вистрелив. 
Кудря загинув на очах вагітної жінки, 
після чого вона потрапила в тяжкому 
стані в лікарню. Наразі дружина перебу- 
ває під опікою посольства Україниї. 
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More tapes stain presiden 


By Olga Kryzhanovska, Kyiv Post Staff Writer 

A member of the parliamentary committee investi- 
gating the death of an opposition journalist has report- 
edly acquired all of the recordings that were secretly 
made by a presidential guard last year. 

The latest recordings threaten to further damage Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma, who many already suspect of 
being involved in a growing scandal involving deceit, 
corruption and a scheme to kidnap journalist Heorhiy 
Gongadze. 

Viktor Shyshkin, parliament deputy and former pros- 
ecutor general, on Feb. 5 said presidential guard Mykola 
Melnychenko sent the additional tapes to him the pre- 
vious week along with a sworn affidavit. 

On Jan. 26, Shyshkin released written transcripts of 
several segments from the recordings. The segments 
allegedly link Kuchma to several new scandals, and 
depict the president discussing his dissatisfaction with 
deputy Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko. 

Shyshkin declined to make all the recordings public. 
He said he would not release them while the case is 
under investigation in order to protect other individu- 
als whose voices are on the recordings. 

“We are concerned that interlocutors of the president, 
whose talks were recorded by Melnychenko, become 
witnesses and experts in identification of the tapes,” 
Shyshkin told UNIAN news agency Jan. 30. 

Shyshkin was one of three members of the parlia- 
mentary committee who originally met with 
Melnychenko in December. 

Last month, Melnychenko told Shyshkin he wanted 
to release the latest recordings — which he claims to 
have made by placing a dictaphone under a couch in the 
president’s office — so deputies whose voices were on 
the tapes could verify the authenticity of the recordings. 

Several deputies including, Oleksandr Turchynov, 
head of Batkivshchyna faction and Taras Chornovil, 
have already come forward and admitted that their 
voices are in some of the fragments. 

Turchynov said he met with Kuchma in September 
to talk about the arrest of Oleksandr Tymoshenko, the 
husband of former Deputy Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko, whom Kuchma fired last month. 
Turchynov told journalists that Kuchma complained 
about Tymoshenko’s work, saying that she was threat- 


ening to wrest control of the energy sector from pow- 
erful oligarchs. 

In another segment of the transcript, a man alleged 
to be State Security Service chief Leonid Derkach re- 
ports about conversations between Yulia Tymoshenko 
and other individuals. It is unclear how he was able to 
overhear the conversations. 

Other segments of tape allegedly depict the presi- 
dent cursing the head of the Supreme Court, urging his 
executives to put more pressure on judges, promising 
to rig a privatization tender and giggling about 
Gongadze’s disappearance. 

“He is in Chechnya — Chechens kidnapped him,” 
jokes the voice thought to be Kuchma, speaking with 
the voice said to be Potebenko. 

The General Prosecutor’s Office had no comment 
on Turchynov’s statement. Potebenko said at a parlia- 
mentary hearing on Jan. 10 that the tapes had been fab- 
ricated. 

He later emphasized that even if the tapes were 
proven to be real, they couldn’t be used as evidence in 
court because they were produced illegally. 

Melnychenko fled the country in November and has 
been reportedly staying in Europe with his family. Last 
month, the General Prosecutor’s Office issued an ar- 
rest warrant charging Melnychenko with slander and 
making false statements on his application for a for- 
eign passport. 

The move angered the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Council of Europe (PACE), which has been atten- 
tively watching the scandal. On Jan. 25, PACE adopted 
a recommendation advising European nations not to 
extradite Melnychenko if he is found. 

“Mykola Melnychenko is accused of slander, which 
is not a criminal charge in Europe. So this recommen- 
dation is reasonable regardless of whether the tapes 
are proven to be real or false,” said Serhiy Holovaty, a 
member of the Ukrainian delegation to PACE. 

The scandal first came to light in November after 
Melnychenko released a single cassette tape to Social- 
ist Party leader Oleksandr Moroz, who later made the 
tape public. On that tape, a voice thought to be 
Kuchma’s discusses with top aides “getting rid of’ jour- 
nalist Gongadze, who had written unflattering articles 
about the president. 


Protesters call for Kuchma’s resignation 


Cont. from Р. 1 


{| Holovaty says Kuchma 


admits he was taped 


(Eastern Economist/RFE.RL)—People’s Deputy Gongadze case inves- 
tigating committee member Serhiy Holovaty said on Feb. 5 that, in a Jan. 
30 conversation, President Leonid Kuchma told him: 

“I acknowledge that Melnychenko’s recordings are true. I was actually 
taped.” 

“Does he have a moral right to head the state, if he acknowledges that 
the recordings took place?” Holovaty queried. 

"І would like him [Kuchma] to repeat his statement in an address to the 
nation. It is his moral duty to inform the people in a televised speech,” he 
added. 

Holovaty said a decision should also be made regarding Prosecutor 
General Potebenko, who stated that the recordings are falsified. 

On Jan. 30 Holovaty said the Ukrainian Security Service (SBU) pre- 
vented him from receiving the results of an independent examination of 
the corpse believed to be that of missing journalist Heorhiy Gongadze, 
the “Eastern Economist Daily” reported. 
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scared away many foreign investors. 

“Tt is impossible to live in a coun- 
try where they get rid of everybody 
who disagrees with Leonid 
Kuchma,” Yuriy Lutsenko, an or- 
ganizer of the protest, told the 
crowd. 

One of the protestors, Heorhiy 
Komenda, a member of the Ukrain- 
ian Nationalist Party, told RFE/RL: 
“You have to understand that cur- 


“The president, who has been 
elected by the majority of Ukrain- 
ian residents, 16 million people, will 
not yield to the resignation demand 
of 2,000,” presidential spokesman 
Oleksandr Martynenko told the 
Ekho Moskvy radio station the same 
day. 

Lawmaker Serhiy Kurkin told 
Interfax that Kuchma voiced a simi- 
lar argument the previous day dur- 
ing a meeting with Ukraine’s del- 


egation to the Parliamentary Assem- 
bly of the Council of Europe. 

According to Kurkin, Kuchma 
said the 16 million votes cast for him 
in 1999 constitute “the credit of trust 
on which I am leaning.” 

Meanwhile, Socialist Party leader 
Oleksandr Moroz appealed to law- 
makers in the parliament to pass leg- 
islation that would regulate the pro- 
cedure for the president’s impeach- 
ment. 
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rently in our country there is a situ- 
ation where anyone who displeases 
the regime can either disappear or 
— accidentally — be killed in a car 
crash.” 


Coverup charged 
in Chornovil case 


(Eastern Economist)—Further 
investigation into the death of Rukh 
leader Viacheslav СПогпомії has not 
been renewed and the Prosecutor 
General’s office is opposing any 
continuation of the investigation, 
said Verkhovna Rada deputy Taras 
Chornovil, the son of the deceased 
Rukh leader, Jan 25. 

He added that the parliament’s 
investigating committee still has 
Many questions and feels there are 
suspicious circumstances surround- 
ing the death, but has been unable 
to obtain materials on the investi- 
gation to allay its fears. 

Meanwhile, Уіаспезіау Chorno- 
vil was named Man of Halychyna 
for the 1990’s by Halytsky Lytsar, a 
contest to identify the most popular 
people of Lviv region. 

Taras Chornovil accepted a 
Halytsky Lytsar statuette at the of- 
ficial ceremony held in Lviv’s 
Krushelnytsa Opera and Ballet 
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Kuchma should resign 


As more details involving “Gongadzegate”, otherwise known as the 
tape scandal emerge, the more the paranoia, the disregard for democracy 
and the desire to maintain power at all costs on the part of the President of 
Ukraine becomes apparent. 

Both presidential spokespersons and the Prosecutor General’s Office 
have issued many contradictory statements regarding the authenticity of 
the tapes which former presidential bodyguard Mykola Melnychenko 
claimed to have recorded by placing a cassette recorder underneath a couch 
in the President’s office. On Jan. 10 Prosecutor-General Mykhaylo 
Potebenko claimed the tapes were fabricated. By Feb. 2 he had changed 
his tune. His office confirmed that the voices on the tape were indeed that 
of President Leonid Kuchma and other high officials and that they in- 
cluded authentic conversations with law enforcement officials on the coun- 
try’s crime situation. At the same time his office stated that the tapes were 
“compiled from separate words and fragments, which is essentially a fal- 
sification.” 

That explanation seems far-fetched. Already independent analysts have 
confirmed that the tapes were authentic and contained spontaneous con- 
versations. If pieces of conversations had been patched together, that would 
have been confirmed by independent analyses. Several deputies have come 
forward and confirmed that their own voices, recorder during meetings in 
the president’s office, were on the tapes. One deputy, Serhiy Holovaty 
says that Kuchma admitted his voice was on the tapes. 

Assuming the tapes are authentic, it should nevertheless be pointed out 
that nowhere in the tapes does the voice alleged to be Kuchma’s actually 
direct anyone to kill journalist Heorhiy Gongadze. But he certainly does 
indicate that he would be glad to get rid of him. He is heard to joke about 
the disappearance saying: He is in Chechnya — Chechens kidnapped him.” 
One should note that, in the most often-cited parallel, former US Presi- 
dent Richard Nixon never explicitly ordered the 1972 burglary of the Demo- 
cratic Party Headquarters at the Watergate Hotel. What he certainly did 
indicate to his subordinates was that he wanted as much political dirt on 
his opponents as he could get and he didn’t particularly care how they got 
it. One thing led to another. Another comparison can be made to the fa- 
mous statement made by the 12th Century King of England, Henry II, 

regarding his problems with the Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas a 
Beckett. “Who will rid me of this troublesome priest?” raged the King. 
Henry never actually meant he wanted someone to kill the archbishop, but 
his knights assumed that was the case and proceeded to murder Beckett in 
his own cathedral. Henry, nevertheless, assumed responsibility and pun- 
ishment. 

What has emerged from the Moroz tapes, very much as it did in the 
Nixon tapes (obscene expletives to boot), is the picture of a paranoid Presi- 
dent, obsessed with power and ruthless in his attempt to preserve that 
power with no regard for moral scruples. It was that revelation which 
undermined Richard Nixon’s Presidency. IN Kuchma’s case, just as in 
Nixon’s case, what was at stake was the integrity of the Office of the 
Presidency itself and the weight it carries. Anmd with it, the security of 
the country. 

When the Office of the Presidency is undermined, so is the integrity of 
the country. Kuchma, having lost the confidence of his people, must now 
turn to outsiders for support. This he does by giving more concessions to 
Russia and Ukraine’s own oligarchs at the expense of the people of Ukraine 
and the sovereignty of Ukraine. Kuchma must now do what Nixon did — 
resign for the sake of the country! 
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**Gongadzegate” continues to 
dominate Ukrainian politics 


By Taras Kuzio 

(JF Prism)—”Gongadzegate” continues to gather 
momentum. 

On Jan. 10 Prosecutor General Mykhailo Potebenko 
admitted that DNA testing had finally confirmed the 
body found near Kyiv in early November was that of 
the murdered journalist Heorhiy Gongadze, who went 
missing on Sept. 16. But, in order to deflect accusa- 
tions that President Leonid Kuchma ordered the mur- 
der, Potebenko argued that the tapes at the centre of 
“Gongadzegate” were a forgery. 

On Nov. 28 Socialist Party leader Oleksandr Moroz 
revealed the tapes in parliament after receiving them 
from Mykola Melnychenko, a former Security Service 
of Ukraine (SBU) officer employed in the Presidential 
Guard. Nevertheless, Kuchma has never denied that 
the voices on the tapes are his own, has failed to ad- 
dress the very serious allegations found in them and 
ignored the parliament’s demands to dismiss the heads 
of the SBU, Ministry of Internal Affairs (MVS) and 
Customs Service. 

On Dec. 21, a Department for Law Enforcement 
under the president was established as an “emergency 
landing site” just in case any of them are fired from 
their positions by the president under pressure from 
parliament. The department would enable them to con- 
tinue to exercise their influence over the “power min- 
istries” from within the presidential administration. 

Kuchma has claimed that the tapes are a foreign-in- 
spired “provocation” and a “frontal assault on the foun- 
dations of statehood” which are pushing Ukraine to “the 
edge of chaos, anarchy and the disorganization of so- 
cial life.” He also said that he has “nothing to vindicate 
himself for.” 

On Jan. 4, the day charges were brought against 
Melnychenko, Kuchma accused the SBU officer of 
being “mentally ill” and refused to discuss the allega- 
tions. The manner in which Kuchma has responded to 
these allegations is not consistent with a wrongly ac- 
cused man. What is unclear is who actually undertook 
the murder of Gongadze: That the murderers wanted 
the body to be found suggests that someone used 
Kuchma’s loathing of Gongadze to discredit him. The 
body would never have been found if the murder had 
been carried out professionally. 

Further revelations 

On the tape recordings of Kuchma, MVS minister 
Yury Kravchenko, and presidential administration head 
Volodymyr Lytvyn, Kravchenko said that he had a spe- 
cial purpose unit called “Orly,” which used methods 
that “have no moral principles”. The Belarusan presi- 
dential administration has a similar special purpose unit, 
called “Almaz,” that was reportedly involved in the 
murder of Russian Public Television (ORT) camera- 
man Dmitry Zavadsky and opposition politician Viktor 
Gonchar. 

Melnychenko, the former SBU officer, revealed that 
the MVS special unit may have been behind the car 
accident which killed Rukh leader Viacheslav 
Chormovil in March 1999. Dmytro Ponomarchuk, Rukh 
press secretary and the only survivor of that crash, has 
always been convinced it was not an “accident.” 

In Oct. 1999 then presidential candidate Yevhen 
Marchuk obtained a video interview of a man claim- 
ing to be an officer in the MVS special purpose unit 
who had been involved in staging the Chornovil acci- 
dent. Marchuk now claims he has “lost” the videotape 
and did not believe in its authenticity — even though 
the officer offered to testify. 

Understandably, Marchuk is in an awkward position, 
given that he has been secretary of the National Secu- 
rity and Defense Council since November 1999. The 
accident took place only a month after Chornovil had 
refused to endorse Kuchma in the presidential elections. 
Taras Chornovil has confirmed that the information 
provided by Melnychenko on conversations between 


Kuchma and his father did take place in the period run- 
ning up to Chornovil’s death. 

Similarly, suspicions are now raised about the un- 
solved murder of Vadym Hetman in 1996. Hetman was 
Prime Minister Viktor Yushchenko’s predecessor as 
National Bank chairman and, at the time of his death, 
head of the Inter-Currency Exchange. His death has 
remained a mystery, because he was not involved in 
corruption and was highly popular. Nevertheless, 
Hetman had the financial means to support Yushchenko 
in a bid for the presidency in 1999 and thus was a po- 
tential threat to Kuchma. 

Another suspicious allegation has surfaced about the 
alleged assassination attempt on Natalia Vitrenko, head 
of the Progressive Socialists, on Oct. 2, 1999, in the 
midst of the presidential campaign. Two Russian citi- 
zens, Volodymyr Ivanchenko and Andriy Samoylov, 
were arrested for the attempt and claimed to be work- 
ing on behalf of her bitter rival, Socialist Party leader 
Oleksandr Moroz. In late December 2000 the two pris- 
oners retracted their statements, saying they had been 
made under physical duress and torture. Melnychenko’s 
claim that Kuchma organized the “assassination” at- 
tempt on Vitrenko in order to discredit his Moroz, main 
opponent, seems to have been borne out. Vitrenko has 
long had warm relations with the presidential adminis- 
tration. 

Who gains from “Gongadzegate”’? 

Certainly not Kuchma: the scandal has ruined his 
reputation as a “spiritual, moral example.” The man- 
ner in which he has handled the entire affair — using 
threats, showing disdain for the rule of law, the drag- 
ging out of DNA testing of the body to determine 
whether the body is Gongadze’s, providing false infor- 
mation on Gongadze, refusing to accept any responsi- 
bility for Gongadze’s disappearance and responding 
with denunciations — have tarnished his reputation 
both domestically and internationally. As Leonid 
Kravchuk, Kuchma’s predecessor, pointed out: 

“Under me such things did not happen. In my presi- 
dency such things as are taking place now did not oc- 
cur.” Public support for Kuchma is at an all time low: 
he has had to resort to paying demonstrators 10 hryvnia 
(US$2) to attend “Ukraine with Kuchma” meetings. 
Amorphous oligarchic pro-Kuchma parties are organ- 
ized from the top down and lack any mass member- 
ship. In an attempt to galvanize public support, Kuchma 
late last year organized a “Council of Experts on Do- 
mestic Policy” and a “Political Council” of pro-Kuchma 
parties. 

It remains to be seen whether these moves will suc- 
ceed in increasing his support. The extent of public dis- 
illusionment with the growing power of the corporatist 
state is very high. Ninety-five percent of Ukrainians 
feel they have no power to influence anything around 
them. These views reflect the feeling that Ukraine has 
been turned into a personal fiefdom, in which the vlada 
(authorities) simply do as they please. Sixty-six per- 
cent of Kyivites who were polled in December said 
they were not surprised by “Gongadzegate” revelations 
since such things could be expected from the authori- 
ties. Only 2.5 percent thought the revelations would 
lead to Kuchma’s removal and 56 percent thought the 
authorities would hush the affair up. 

A sense of deja vu permeated Ukraine in the month 
following the revelations, with a tent city erected in 
central Kyiv, similar to the one organized a decade ago 
by hunger-striking students. A joint appeal by 17 former 
Soviet Ukrainian prisoners of conscience and political 
activists, entitled “Do we need to start all over again?”, 
summed up the prevailing mood that Ukraine has been 
“hijacked.” 


Time for action on Ukrainian place names 


I cannot fly to Kyiv or Lviv from Canada as all travel 
agents, following IATA rules, list only Kiev and Lvov. 

Isn’t it time for Ukraine, with almost 10 years of in- 
dependence, to be recognized in the language sphere 
as well? Isn’t it time for Ukrainian ambassadors and 
the Ukrainian government to insist that the IATA rec- 
ognize reality? Why must the transliteration of Ukrain- 
ian city names come from the Russian rather than 
Ukrainian? 

I have written to the last three ambassadors and gotten 
the following: 

a.) Your concern will be passed on to the appropriate 
branch of government for action; 

b.) your concern will be directed to the IATA (and 


Letter to the Editor 


the ambassador sent me a carbon copy of his letter to 
IATA; 

c.) the current ambassador did not dignify my letter 
with a response. 

Have you noticed any change? Can and will your 
paper take up this cause and convince the current am- 
bassador to take appropriate action? 

Ukrainians in Ukraine and in, the diaspora deserve 
better. " 

SCHE МЕ VMERLA UKRAINA 

Oleh Shykora, Vegreville, AB. 
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“Gongadzegate”’ continues to 
dominate Ukrainian politics 


For the first time ever, Ukraine’s 
centre-left and centre-right have al- 
lied against the oligarchic centre, 
thereby destroying the parliamen- 
tary majority in place since the 
spring of 2000. The Communists 
remain ambivalent about joining the 
anti-Kuchma camp, hoping not to 
damage relations with Kuchma in 
case he decides to turn Ukraine east- 
wards towards Russia. 

In December, the parliament 
passed a new law “On Temporary 
Investigative and Special Commis- 
sions of the Supreme Council,” 
which opens the way for Kuchma’s 
impeachment. With the collapse of 
the parliamentary majority it will be 
impossible to implement the results 
of the highly suspect April 2000 ref- 
erendum, which would turn Ukraine 
into a presidential republic and give 
Kuchma unlimited powers. Kuchma 
has therefore increasingly threat- 
ened to introduce the referendum 
results by decree. Ukraine is head- 
ing for a standoff between parlia- 
ment and the executive which is not 
likely to be resolved peacefully. 

“Gongadzegate” has strengthened 
the position of Prime Minister 
Yushchenko. A draft decree which 
would have dismissed Yushchenko 
was reportedly on Kuchma’s desk 
for two weeks prior to Moroz’s rev- 
elations. Melnychenko reported that 
Kuchma said he would only keep 
Yushchenko in office until the end 
of 2000. After that, Kuchma alleg- 
edly promised: "1 will not sack him. 
I will destroy him once and for all.” 
Yushchenko’s replacement was 
rumored to be SBU chairman 
Leonid Derkach or the loathed head 
of the State Tax Administration, 
Mykola Azarov. Azarov and 
Derkach are linked to one of 
Ukraine’s top pro-Russian oligar- 
chic clans (Labour Ukraine) and 
Yushchenko’s replacement by either 
of them would have all but ended 
transparent reform, threatened do- 
mestic stability and changed 
Ukraine’s “multivector” foreign 
policy from a pro-Western one to 
pro-Russian neutrality. 

The attacks on Yushchenko’s gov- 
ernment which filled the oligarch- 
controlled media for months prior 
to “Gongadzegate” then shifted to 
the recently sacked Deputy Prime 
Minister, Yulia Tymoshenko, who 
had responsibility for the crime-in- 
fested energy sector. The corrupt 
State of affairs in the energy sector 
is very much to Russia’s liking, be- 
cause it ties Ukraine’s ruling oli- 
garchs to it. Therefore, those forces 
domestically and abroad who were 
opposed to Tymosheko’s reforms in 
the coal, gas and energy sectors 
happy enough with her downfall. In 
August 2000 her husband was ar- 
rested on old corruption charges, in 
a move to pressure her to resign. It 
was therefore probably not coinci- 
dental that a four-year-old case 
against Tymoshenko was reopened 


by both Russia and Ukraine. On 
Dec. 22, less than a month after 
“Gongadzegate” began, Russian 
prosecutors arrived in Kyiv in con- 
nection with the case against 
Tymoshenko that she allegedly re- 
sold Russian gas abroad, hid the 
profits from the Ukrainian tax au- 
thorities and bribed Russian offi- 
cials. Tymoshenko called the 
charges “a brutal falsification” “or- 
chestrated by the criminal clans of 
oligarchs who de facto rule 
Ukraine.” 

Since Kuchma controls the judi- 
ciary, he must have authorized these 
attacks upon Tymoshenko. 
Melnychenko has evidence that the 
case is a pure fabrication, designed 
“to make Yushchenko do what 
Kuchma wants.” On Jan. 19 the oli- 
garchs were finally victorious in 
getting President Kuchma to sack 
Tymoshenko. The sacking serves 
two purposes. First, it ends her re- 
form of the energy sector, which had 
won Western praise. Second, it de- 
flects public attention away from 
“Gongadzegate” and portrays 
Kuchma as an “anticorruption” cru- 
sader who has linked Tymoshenko 
to former Prime Minister Pavlo 
Lazarenko. 

Prime Minister Yushchenko had 
threatened to resign if Tymoshenko 
were forced out of his cabinet. The 
national democratic parties also see 
the attack on Tymoshenko as an in- 
direct attack on Yushchenko. 
Yushchenko’s replacement by 
Azarov or Derkach would lead to 
very cool relations with the West and 
Kuchma being put completely un- 
der the thumb of the oligarchs. 
Kuchma would prefer a Yushchenko 
government without Tymoshenko 
because it would end support from 
the pro-government caucus to her 
Fatherland parliamentary faction, 
thwart attempts at creating a centre- 
right opposition to Kuchma and, by 
halting her transparent reform of the 
energy sector, allow the oligarchs to 
resume their illicit earnings. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin 
also gains from “Gongadzegate” 
because a discredited Kuchma, dip- 
lomatically shunned by the West and 
in charge of a country no longer des- 
tined for European Union member- 
ship, may not have anywhere else 
to go except back to Eurasia. Since 
September Ukraine has increasingly 
been adjusting its orientation east- 
wards, a process likely to continue 
if the scandal continues to gather 
momentum. Melnychenko has other 
tapes that he is threatening to re- 
lease. 

The third to gain will be Pavlo 
Lazarenko, Ukraine’s prime minis- 
ter between 1996-1997. In early 
1999, he asked for political asylum 
in the United States, where he has 
been in detention since. It is highly 
unlikely that Lazarenko will now 
ever be deported to Ukraine, where 
his life would be in danger. Perhaps 


EU expresses concern over media in Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)— The European Union wishes to repeat its concerns about 
the continuing problematic environment for the media in Ukraine and wants 
to stress to the Ukrainian authorities the need to ensure a safe, secure, and 
harassment-free environment for journalists to operate in,” the EU’s Swed- 
ish presidency said in a statement released on Feb. 6. 

The statement also called on the Ukrainian authorities to conduct a thor- 
ough and transparent investigation into the disappearance of Heorhiy 


Gongadze. 


Ukraine’s Foreign Ministry spokesman Thor Hrushko reacted to the EU 
statement by saying that it is “a biased opinion, a hasty measure that does 
not agree quite fittingly with what the initiators of this statement actually 


have in mind,” Interfax reported. 


this is in Kuchma’s interest, given 
that an open trial of Lazarenko 
would reveal that he could not have 
engaged in corrupt practices deals 
he made while serving as prime min- 
ister without Kuchma’s knowledge 
and blessing. Indeed Melnychenko 
revealed that in a conversation with 
Kuchma, Prosecutor General 
Potebenko “was very afraid of the 
possibility that Lazarenko would fi- 
nally be brought back to Ukraine.” 

That the case against Lazarenko 
was a personal vendetta and had 
nothing to do with an anticorruption 
drive can be seen from the lack of 
any criminal case being brought 
against Oleksandr Volkov, the oli- 
garch closest to the president, who 
has large financial and property as- 
sets abroad. On Sept. 16, 2000 — 
the eve of Gongadze’s disappear- 
ance on — Gongadze’s Ukrainska 
Pravda internet newspaper had re- 
vealed Volkov’s extensive involve- 
ment in corruption and his close ties 
to Kuchma. 
International reaction 

Not wishing to repeat the mistakes 
made by the West in pushing Belarus 
into the arms of Russia, international 
reaction has been critical but has not 
slammed the door on Kuchma. 
Ukraine’s complete isolation from 
the West would be very much to the 
advantage of Putin. But Kuchma is 
unlikely to be invited on a diplo- 
matic visit to the West until the mat- 
ter is cleared up. In other words, the 
fate of the Kuchma regime could be 
de facto international isolation. 
Kuchma’s only saving grace is the 
election in the United States of the 
more anti-Russian — and presum- 
ably pro-Ukrainian — administra- 
tion of George Bush. 


Taras Kuzio is a Research Fellow 
at the Centre for International and 
Security Studies York University 
(Toronto). He is the author of 
“Ukraine. Perestroika to Independ- 
ence” (Macmillan, 2000) and co- 
author of “Politics and Society in 
Ukraine” (Westview, 1999). 
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Western envoys concerned 
over tender for radio frequency 


(RFE/RL)—The U.S. and British ambassadors and the German charge 
d’affaires on Jan. 31 told National Television and Radio Council head 
Borys Kholod that they are concerned about the fairness of a tender for an 
FM frequency used by Kyiv’s Radio Kontinent, Interfax reported. 

Kontinent, which rebroadcasts programs from the BBC, Voice of 
America, and Deutsche Welle, is also known for its criticism of the Ukrain- 
ian authorities. 

Missing journalist Heorhiy Gongadze was Kontinent’s news editor. 

Kontinent director Serhiy Sholokh has accused the Ukrainian govern- 
ment of planning to shut down the station under the pretext of reviewing 
broadcasting licenses. 

Kholod told the envoys that there will be no problems with the 
retransmission of Western radio stations. 

Kholod added that Kontinent should apply for a new license as all other 
Ukrainian broadcasters have done. 

The BBC World Service supported Kontinent, saying that offering 
Kontinent’s frequency for sale "15 a clear breach” of the council’s 1997 
decision to give Kontinent that frequency for 10 years. 
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Hostages freed 

(RFE/RL)—Security service forces on Feb. 2 freed two prison guards and 
killed three of their captors in a raid on a penal colony in Kherson Oblast, 
southern Ukraine. Six prisoners had held two of their guards hostage since 
Jan. 30, reportedly demanding talks with representatives of Russia’s in- 
surgent Chechen Republic. According to Inter Television, one of the re- 
bellious prisoners was Ruslan Kolaev, a Chechen who fought Russian 
troops in Chechnya in mid-1990s. 


Rada opens session 

(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s Supreme Council of the Third Convocation оп Feb. 
7 opened its seventh session, which will last until mid-July, Interfax re- 
ported. Parliamentary speaker Ivan Plyushch said lawmakers are to con- 
sider 470 legislative issues, including the adoption of civil, economic, 
criminal, tax, customs, budget, and land codes. 


Is Kuchma in full control? 

(RFE/RL)—Political scientist Volodymyr Polokhalo has said President 
Leonid Kuchma controls only “30 to 40 percent of the situation” in the 
country, the Jan. 30 “Eastern Economist Daily” reported. Polokhalo added 
that his conclusion is evident from Kuchma’s long-standing desire to dis- 
miss Deputy Premier Yulia Tymoshenko and the way in which this ouster 
was eventually accomplished. 


Group charged with 11 murder attempts 

(Eastern Economist)— The Kyiv city Prosecutor General’s Office, which 
is investigating the case of members of a criminal group operating behind 
the company Top-Servis-Skhid, accuses them of 11 attempts on the lives 
of state officials,” said PGO prosecutor Yuriy Haisynsky, Jan. 26. He also 
stated that the PGO is studying the possibility of the Top-Servis ring be- 
ing involved in the murders of ex-NBU Governor Vadym Hetman and 
former head of South Western Railroad Borys Oliynyk. 


US team to work on money laundering 

(Eastern Economist)—A working group from the US Justice Department 
money laundering commission will work in Ukraine, said department ad- 
visor Ted Greenberg during a meeting with Presidential Administration 
head Volodymyr Lytvyn, Jan. 25. The latter provided the US side with the 
latest information on financial fraud prevention in Ukraine, including a 
number of laws and Presidential decrees. He also stated that Ukraine was 
ready to cooperate with European bodies to stop money laundering. 


Stanik appointed to Venice Commission 


(Eastern Economist)—President Leonid Kuchma appointed Justice Min- 
ister Susanna Stanik as a member of the European Commission For De- 
mocracy through Law, also known as the Venice Commission, Feb. 1. 
Previously, Ukraine was represented by Verkhovna Rada deputy Serhiy 
Holovaty, who has been replaced by Stanik due due to his term ending. 


Hermitage to return Ukrainian frescoes 


(Eastern Economist)—On Feb. 1, St. Petersburg’s Hermitage museum will 
host a ceremony for transferring the Mykhailivsky Zolotoverkhy cathe- 
dral’s frescoes to Ukraine, said Foreign Ministry spokesman Thor Hrushko, 
Jan. 30. The frescoes will be transported to Kyiv in special vehicles and 
given to the Starodavny Kyiv, or Old Kyiv, museum. 
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Oligarchs urge coalition government 


(JF Monitor)—Coalition government has recently 
become a buzzword in Ukraine’s corridors of power. 

Pro-presidential oligarchic factions from the centre- 
right majority in the Verkhovna Rada (parliament) have 
asked Premier Viktor Yushchenko to include representa- 
tives from majority factions in the cabinet of ministers. 

They argue that if this is not done, the majority, which 
backs Yushchenko’s cabinet, may break up, and that 
Yushchenko would not survive what would subse- 
quently almost certainly prove a constitutional crisis. 

In reality, the majority is already dissolving. The dis- 
missal of Yulia Tymoshenko as deputy premier for en- 
ergy and the ongoing audio tape scandal — which im- 
plicates a number of top officials (President Leonid 
Kuchma among them) in illegal activities — have 
shaken the fragile political concord worked out among 
the various non-Red factions in parliament. 

What these factions really want is to bring their peo- 
ple into the cabinet and impose their rules of the game 
on Yushchenko. During the course of the market re- 
forms Yushchenko implemented this past year, the oli- 
garchs lost some of their influence in the lucrative heavy 
industry. Neither did they benefit from privatization as 
much as they had expected. As businessmen-politicians, 
they want to regain their clout and take advantage of 
the current political uncertainties. 

And they have their eyes on more than the energy 
post Tymoshenko just vacated. It is rumored that 
Yushchenko would like to get rid of Fuel and Energy 
Minister Serhiy Yermilov, who opposes coal industry 
reforms, and that he is not altogether satisfied with Fi- 
nance Minister Thor Mityukov. 

On Jan. 17 the majority leaders met with Yushchenko 
in a closed-door session to discuss the prospects of a 
broad government coalition. The talks apparently went 
nowhere. Rada Speaker Ivan Pliushch said only, and 
vaguely, that Yushchenko “never refused to have such 
consultations” and that he was “ready to hear propos- 
als from faction leaders.” 

Then, on Jan. 25, and to the apparent disappointment 
of the oligarchic factions, Yushchenko appointed Oleh 


Dubyna as deputy premier. Dubyna was a generally 
apolitical steel industry manager and the former direc- 
tor of Ukraine’s largest steel mill, Kryvorizhstal. 
Yushchenko’s calmness provoked a demarche of the 
second-largest Rada faction, Labor Ukraine (LU). This 
group represents the interests of various well-connected 
businessmen — among them, Andriy Derkach, the son " 
of the security service chief; Viktor Pinchuk, a steel 
magnate close to President Kuchma’s family; and Thor 
Sharov, a former gas trader. 

LU leader Serhiy Tyhypko threatened to initiate a 
non-confidence vote against Yushchenko if Yushchenko 
does not agree to a coalition government. Tyhypko, 
formerly the economics minister, resigned from 
Yushchenko’s cabinet last summer over differences in 
personnel policy. If it comes to a no-confidence vote, 
LU could well find support from the United Social 
Democrats and Regional Revival — two strong oli- 
garchic factions, whose interests Yushchenko ignored 
when he formed his cabinet a year ago. 

During a Jan. 26 interview, Yushchenko said that he 
was not, in principle, against the idea of a coalition. 
But, he argued, "а political coalition should be formed 
not in the government, but in parliament.” He said fur- 
ther that he would not resign as long as the parliament 
and the president have trust in him. 

Ukraine’s constitution gives the president the last 
word in the formulation of the government. But 
Kuchma has as yet said nothing regarding the debate 
between the oligarchic factions and Yushchenko. 

The fate of the cabinet may come into question. If 
Kuchma sides with the oligarchs, it may be hard for 
Yushchenko to continue his reforms. If Kuchma refuses 
to pick sides, Yushchenko will probably continue ig- 
noring the calls for a coalition government. 

If he does this, however, his relations with the pro- 
presidential factions will deteriorate even further. The 
Rada could decide to block important economic legis- 
lation and provoke a new information war against 
Yushchenko by the numerous media under the oli- 
garchs’ control. 


Prosecutor says voices authentic, but tape faked 


(RFE/RL)—The Prosecutor-General’s Office on Feb. 
2 passed to Interfax a rather enigmatic statement on the 
official investigation of the disappearance of journalist 
Heorhiy Gongadze and the audiotapes provided by 
Mykola Melnychenko, former bodyguard of President 
Leonid Kuchma. 

The office said all cases are being investigated pro- 
fessionally and objectively. 

According to the office, Melnychenko’s tapes were 
“compiled from separate words and fragments, which 
is essentially a falsification.” 


Captain of sunken 
ship arrested 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian prosecutors have arrested 
Leonid Ponomarenko, the captain of the “Pamyat 
Merkuriya” (Memory of Mercury) ship, and charged 
him with breaking transport safety laws, Reuters re- 
ported, Jan. 30. 

The “Pamyat Merkuriya” sank during a storm in the 
Black Sea on Jan. 26. 

Fourteen people died in the accident and five are still 
missing, while rescuers plucked 32 survivors from life- 
boats and rafts after several days spent floating in the 
cold water. 

Volodymyr Rebrov, Crimea’s deputy public prosecu- 
tor, said initial findings suggest the ship was overloaded. 
If found guilty, Ponomarenko will face up to 15 years 
in prison. 

The ship, used for transporting cargo and passengers, 
was travelling from Istanbul. It was headed to the 
Crimean port of Yevpatoria. 


Rada loses two 
deputies in a week 


(RFE/RL)—Two deputies the the Verkhovna Rada 
died within a week of each other late last month. 

Lawmaker Oleksandr Yemets died from injuries suf- 
fered in a car accident on Jan. 28, Interfax reported on 
Jan. 29. 

Yemets, who was 42-years-old, belonged to the Re- 
form-Centre caucus in the Verhovna Rada, or parlia- 
ment. He was a deputy premier in 1997 and the presi- 
dent’s adviser in 1998-99. 

On Jan. 22, lawmaker Yuriy Kononenko of the Popu- 


' | lar Democratic Party caucus was found dead with a fire- 


arm wound in his chest in his office in Kharkiv. 
Police suspect that Kononenko committed suicide. 


At the same time, the office said the tapes include 
Kuchma’s authentic conversations with law enforce- 
ment officials on the country’s crime situation, adding 
that some of those conversation were taped in secret. 

The Internet newsletter “Ukrayinska ргауда" com- 
mented that this statement actually confirms the au- 
thenticity of Melnychenko’s recordings. 

Meanwhile, People’s Deputy Taras Chornovil says 
he has recognized his voice on the tape. 

Chornovil said the recording of his conversation with 
Kuchma last autumn could in no way have been faked. 


Kuchma postpones 
language changes 


(Eastern Economist/UkrNews)—President Leonid 
Kuchma has proposed postponing the discussion of 
changes in Ukrainian orthography until 2002, reported 
the Presidential press service, Feb 5. 

Kuchma ordered Premier Viktor Yushchenko to give 
the issue deeper thought in order to make the best de- 
cision. 

The President proposed starting discussions on the 
issue in the mass media, institutes of higher education 
and other public organizations. 

The proposed changes would revert Ukrainian or- 
thography back to the standards set in during the 
Ukrainization period of the 1920s which were reversed 
by Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin in the 1930s in order 
to bring the Ukrainian language into closer conform- 
ity with Russian. 


Volkov sues 
Radio Liberty 


By Шог Stoliarov 

(Eastern Economist)—Verkhovna Rada Deputy, 
leader of Revival of the Regions faction, Oleksandr 
Volkov is suing the Ukrainian service of Radio Svoboda 
(Liberty) and Dovira-Niko FM, stated Radio Svoboda 
Ukrainian bureau chief Bohdana Kostiuk, Feb. 5. 

Apparently, Volkov sued the stations due to a series 
of material on his business activity. The Director of 
Radio Liberty in Ukraine, Roman Kupchynsky, said 
that Volkov would be able to sue the station only in the 
US, since its Kyiv branch does not carry legal respon- 
sibility. 

«І would be very glad if this court case was judged 
in the US, but American officials do not want to issue 
a visa to [Volkov],” said Kupchynsky. 
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Scythian treasures to open in Toronto 


The ROM is the only Canadian venue for the spectacular art of the Scythians of ancient Ukraine 


(ROM)—The Royal Ontario Museum 
(ROM) announces that its forthcoming ma- 
jor exhibition, “Legacy in Gold: Scythian 
Treasures from Ancient Ukraine,” will open 
in the ROM’s second floor Terrace Gallery, 
on Feb. 18, running until May 6, its only Ca- 
nadian stop. 

This magnificent exhibition features more 
than 170 works of art, mainly crafted in gold 
by the Scythian people, who lived in the 
Ukrainian steppes between the 8th and the 3rd 
centuries B.C. Many of these extraordinary 
pieces were discovered only in recent decades, 
and are travelling for the first time outside of 
Ukraine. The exhibition includes richly deco- 
rated jewelry, impressive armaments, and 
exquisite decorative and ceremonial objects. 
Added to the exhibit for its Canadian engage- 
ment only, will be a stunning pectoral neck- 
lace replica, considered to be one of the state 
treasures of Ukraine. 

“We are extremely honoured to host the first 
international exhibit from Ukraine that has 
been mounted since Ukraine’s independence 
in 1991,” said William Thorsell, the President 
and CEO of the ROM. “Legacy in Gold: 
Scythian Treasures from Ancient Ukraine,” 
continues the ROM tradition of presenting 
important international exhibitions, and gives 
our visitors a unique opportunity to learn the 
fascinating but little-known story of this great 
watrior civilization.” 

The nomadic Scythian people inhabited the 
territory of present-day Ukraine in the Ist 
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Detail from a Scythian Gorytos. 


Millennium B.C. Their gold legacy was bur- 
ied deep underground and secured in graves 
marked with large mounds of earth, some of 
which reached 21 metres in height. Hundreds, 
and possibly thousands, of these burial 
mounds, known in Ukrainian as kurhany, are 
scattered across the Ukrainian steppes, char- 
acteristic features of these flat grasslands north 
of the Black Sea. 

“Like the ancient Egyptians, the Scythians 
sent their aristocracy into the afterlife adorned 
with golden treasures and objects of every- 
day use,” said exhibition curator Krzysztof 
Ciuk, from the ROM’s Department of Near 
Eastern and Asian Civilizations. “Legacy in 
Gold: Scythian Treasures from Ancient 
Ukraine,” presents a sophisticated dialogue 
between the artistic traditions of Central Asia 
and the art of the Hellenistic world. The 
Scythians’ outstanding gold and silversmith- 
ing displays the great influence of Greek art, 
both technically and artistically.” 

The first archaeological excavations of 
Scythian burials were conducted as early as 
the 1700s, when the Russian Empire included 
a large part of Ukraine. At the request of Czar 
Peter the Great, an enthusiast of antiquities, 
many fabulous gold objects were unearthed 
from these kurhany. Until the fall of the Rus- 
sian and Soviet Empires, much of the great 
wealth of Scythian treasures was located to 
the State Hermitage Museum in St. 
Petersburg. 

Legacy in Gold: Scythian Treasures from 
Ancient Ukraine presents the finest Scythian 
art objects from the collections of four promi- 
nent Ukrainian museums. The exhibition is 
comprised of spectacular gold finds excavated 


in the last three decades of the 20th century, 
catalogued and studied since the independ- 
ence of Ukraine by Ukrainian and interna- 
tional scholars. Its ROM engagement will fea- 
ture a richly illustrative text addressing ques- 
tions that abound about this nomadic people 
who left nothing to posterity but their graves. 
Scythian culture and everyday life will be 
explained in a new, vibrant perspective. 

The Scythian tribes belonged to the Indo- 
European peoples that emerged in Inner Asia 
around 3,000 years ago. These fierce nomadic 
horsemen, related to the Persians, settled in 
the area of present-day Ukraine at the end of 
the 8th century B.C., driving out the local 
Cimmerian tribes,who were also of Indo-Eu- 
ropean descent. Because of their unfamiliar 
customs, as well as incredible military skills, 
the Scythians gained notoriety for their seem- 
ingly wild behaviour and rituals, especially 
among the Greeks who neighboured the lands 
taken by the Scythians. Their riotous lifestyle 
was fuelled by bravery, comradeship, alco- 
hol, and cannabis. The Scythians drank their 
wine without adding water, which surprised 
the Greeks, and drank to get drunk, which 
appalled them. This behaviour prompted a 
disdainful Greek to write in the 3rd century 
B.C., “to get drunk is to behave like a 
Scythian”. In Histories, the Greek historian, 
Herodotus, who was a contemporary of the 
Scythians, wrote of Scythians” ...(throwing 
hemp-seeds) onto red-hot stones. The seeds 
immediately smoke... The Scythians, 
delighted...howl loudly”. 


А race of warriors with no written language | 


of their own, the Scythians carried their treas- 
ures from place to place, on horseback or in 


pulled wagons. Their history, carved in gold 
and silver, was buried in the graves of their 
elite. Deep burial chambers hid the remains 
of the deceased (of both sexes) and, as 
Herodotus wrote in Histories, “When their 
king dies... they lay the dead man in his grave 
on a bed...they bury one of his concubines, 
killing her by strangling, and his cup-bearer, 
cook, groom, lackey, and messenger. Also his 
horses. ..and golden cups... Having done this, 
they raise a vast mound of earth...” These 


massive Кигнапу were frequently crowned 


with a monumental stone sculpture of a war- 
rior, symbolizing the importance of the de- 
ceased elite aristocracy. 

Herodotus, who was a contemporary of the 
Scythians, noted that they were divided into 
three kingdoms: the highest-ranked were the 
Royal Scythians, who settled in the coastal 
Black Sea, especially in the region of today’s 
Crimean Peninsula. Their taste for art and gold 
placed them among the greatest art patrons 
of the age. The Ploughmen Scythians, settled 
in the lands inhabited by local peoples in the 
watersheds of the Dnipro, Dnister, and Don 
rivers, in Ukraine They dealt in the farming 
and animal husbandry business, controlling 
the grain trade with Greece. It is assumed that 
they acquired their farming skills by assimi- 
lating the local, probably proto-Slavic tribes, 
who had farmed that land for millennia. The 
third group described by Herodotus, the No- 
madic Scythians, arrived in this area last, and 
were not always friendly to their already set- 
tled kinsmen. Eventually, despite their mili- 
tary prowess and reputation for strength, skill 
and ferocity, the Scythians were gradually 
driven out of the area by the Sarmatians, who 
temporarily gained control of the steppes dur- 
ing the 3rd century B.C. 


Scythian drinking horn. 


Concern expressed over protection of Scythian, Sarmatian burial sites 


By Robert McMahon 

(RFE/RL)—The Scythian and Sarmatian treasures 
that were recently shown in two New York museums come 
from large burial mounds known as kurgans. 

Excavation is a complex process because the Scythians 
and other nomads often placed their graves as deep as 15 
metres below ground and then covered them with up to 20 
meters of earth. 

Some of the kurgans were plundered in antiquity but re- 
cent excavations uncovered a wealth of gold and silver ob- 
jects. Experts at the Brooklyn Museum of Art and the Metro- 
politan Museum of Art say the ability to see the objects the 
way they were buried is extremely valuable to understanding 
the nomadic cultures. 

With little evidence of settlements or homes, the burial 
mounds provide the primary information about groups like 
the Scythians and Sarmatians, who roamed the steppes of 


Ukraine and parts of Russia, among other places, for several 
hundred in the first millennium B.C. 

The exhibit recently shown at the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art focuses on nomads believed to be Sarmatians. The ex- 
hibit’s organizer, Joan Aruz, says major discoveries about 
these peoples are made each time a kurgan is excavated. And 
there are hundreds more of the unexcavated kurgans in south- 
ern Russia. 

In eastern Ukraine, there are an estimated 40,000 
unexcavated kurgans. That means the hundreds of objects that 
have fascinated antiquities experts represent only a fraction 
of what still lies buried under great mounds. 

The co-curator of the Brooklyn Museum of Art exhibit 
focusing on the Scythians is Ellen Reeder. She traveled to 
excavation sites in Ukraine to help produce a video accom- 
panying the Brooklyn museum’s exhibit. Reeder says that 
many of the kurgans are in the middle of giant collective farms 


in areas previously closed to the West. 

She says she is concerned that as the societies become 
more open, the prospect of looting grows. That would disturb 
the complete burial information archaeologists have so far 
been able to derive from the mounds. 

“This is information that is so incredibly important. Most 
works of art from an ancient site that are on the market today 
— most of them are from looted sights, most of them have 
been detached from their context or from their original ob- 
jects, and we can’t reconstitute them. We'll never be able to 
again.” 

Reeder and Aruz hope the objects that were on display in 
New York will help raise awareness about these treasures and 
make their protection a priority. They say Ukrainian and Rus- 
sian officials have also shown concern in preserving these 
cultural treasures but lack the financial resources to do a thor- 
ough excavation of all sites. 
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Влада Миколаєва 
чинить опір акції 
«Україна без Кучми» 


(Прес-цент «Південь») Влада Миколаєва чинить опір учасникам 
акції «Україна без Кучми». Серед її учасників активісти вже 
десяти політичних партій регіону. 

Суд Центрального району Миколаєва вже заборонив подальше 
перебування біля пам'ятника Визволителям двох наметів імені 
Гонгадзе. Позивач - міськвиконком - безпідставно вважав що 
учасники акції «Україна без Кучми» наметами заважали руху 
транспорту та відволікали увагу мешканців міста від пам'ятника 
Визволителям. 

У відповідь з обласної організації Соцпартії до обласного суду 
подано клопотання про скасування «незаконного рішення суду 
центрального району Миколаєва». Відповіді на клопотання ще 
немає, а тому акція «Україна без Кучми» триває сьогодні у 
Миколаєві без наметів. У різних районах міста встановлено 
пункти де кожен бажаючий має можливість познайомитися з 
матеріялами присвяченими «касетній справі». 

Підвладна преса і далі прагне не помічати акцію протесту. На 
її шпальтах немає жодної інформації про події у обласному 
центрі ініційовані опозицією. 

Пересічні миколаївці на таку позицію увагу не звертають. 
Вони мають власну точку зору з приводу діяльності Президента 
та його адміністрації. За словами активіста обласної організації 
Соц-партії Валерія Войнецького: 

«Дуже позитивно сприймають нас звичайні миколаївці. Всі 
підтримують. Багато побажань пишуть вони у наших журналах. 
У нас зібрано вже великих п'ять зошитів з побажаннями |і всі 
дуже різко проти Кучми. 

За реальною статистикою - якщо 500 миколаївців проти Кучми 
то один, два - за нинішнього Президента...». 


Терористи, що утримували 
заручників у колонії, 
знешкоджені 


(«День»)- -2-го лютого, 6 терористів, що утримували заручників 
у закладі виконання покарань села Дар'ївці Белозірського району 
Херсонської області, були знешкоджені в результаті спецоперації, 
яку провели о 6 годині ранку правоохоронні органи. Про це 
повідомило інформаційне агентство УНІАН із посиланням на 
джерело ЇТАР-ТАРС в обласному управліннії Міністерства 
внутрішніх справ у Херсонській області. Як повідомила 2-го 
лютого Їнтернет газета «Форум», під час штурму глава терористів 
ісламбек Коваєв, який був озброєний справжнім пістолетом, що 
невідомим чином потрапив на територію закладу, застрелився. 
Також загинуло двоє ув'язнених. 

Як повідомлялося раніше, увечері 30 січня, шестеро засуджених 
захопили в заручники чотирьох працівників закладу і вимагали 
зустрічі з прокурором та представником Чечні в Україні. Серед 
заручників перебували двоє працівників відділу нагляду і безпеки 
та двоє молодших інспекторів, яких утримували у приміщенні 
електропідстанції. Один із заручників був поранений, проте зараз 
його життя у безпеці. Особи, що захопили заручників, відбувають 
покарання за скоєння вбивств, завдання тяжких тілесних 
ушкоджень, розбійних нападів та квартирних крадіжок. 


Чи Ваші діти, чи внуки 
слідкують за подіями в Україні? 
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Ексклюзивне інтерв'ю «Радіо 
Свобода» з Юлією Тимошенко 


Марина Пирожук 

Марина Пирожук: Пані Тимошенко, чи могли 
б ви спрогнозувати, яка доля чекає законопроєкт 
про вибори за пропорційною системою, який 
нещодавно ухвалила Верховна Рада? Президент 
його підпише, чи накладе вето... 

Юлія Тимошенко: Хотілося б мати надію, що 
цей законопроєкт має перспективу бути підписа- 
ним Президентом. Я переконана в тому, що ух- 
валення закону - саме за пропорційною системою 
виборів на партійній основі, це потужній крок 
для посилення демократичних процесів в Україні. 

Я переконана, що це звузить можливість фаль- 
сифікації виборів, яка в Україні стала вже просто 
нормою. Ї я сподіваюсь, що Президент підпише 
цей закон. Але ж всеж таки, я вважаю, що 
Президент, розраховуючи на адмінресурс і на 
те, що мажоритарні вибори можуть привести до 
парляменту більше людей, які підтримують владу, 
яких саме влада буде приводити до парляменту, 
Президент буде вагатися. Але, я думаю, що 
політичні сили, політичні лідери повинні зробити 
все можливе, для того, щоб переконати Прези- 
дента, щоб цей закон підписати. 

МІ: Пані Юлія, як Ви гадаєте, чому в цього 
закону так багато противників? Хто зацікавлений, 
щоб саме за цією системою відбувалися вибори, 
крім тих сил, які ви щойно назвали? 

ЮТ: Перемога на мажоритарних округах зале- 
жить від двох речей. Перше: це від харизматич- 
ності людини, від здатності переконати людей 
підтримати саме певну кандидатуру, а друге, 
перемога на мажоритарному окрузі залежить 
від того, і це знає весь політик, скільки коштів 
буде вкладено в округи, і тому, коли політичний 
вибір визначається саме кількістю коштів, які 
вкладені в округ, то чекати побудови демократич- 
ного суспільства просто неможливо. Ї саме ті 
люди, які мають сьогодні достатньо коштів, щоб 
купити перемогу, щоб купити владу на підтримку 
цієї перемоги, саме вони сьогодні зацікавлені в 
тому, аби зберегти той закон, який діє сьогодні. 
Але я вважаю, що всі здорові політичні сили 
повинні підтримати цей закон і переконати 
Президента, щоб він цей закон підписав. 


MII: Політологи прогнозують, що в наступному 
парляменті місця між собою поділять пропрези- 
дентські партії, які дуже відверто критикували 
уряд. Яке місце бачить у цьому контексті партія 
«Батьківщина»? 

ЮТ: Я думаю, події будуть намагатися розгор- 
нути так, щоб об'єднати всі партії олігархів: 
«Трудова Україна», СДПУ(о), ДемСоюз Волкова. 

Саме ці партії, на мій погляд, під керівництвом 
Президента, будуть об'єднуватись і буде спрямо- 
ваний весь адмінресурс, щоб партії отримали 
визначальний відсоток. I, я думаю, що партії i 
лідери цих партій і Президент будуть намагатися 
зробити так, щоб єдиним конкурентом у цих 
виборах була комуністична партія. Саме така 
опозиція влаштовує цих людей, тому що ця 
опозиція не має можливостей перемагати тоталь- 
но на президентських виборах чи парляментських 
та набирати вирішальну кількість голосів. 

МІ: Як у цьому контексті можна пояснити 
висловлювання Віктора Ющенка про його 
готовність формувати коаліційний уряд? 

ЮТ: Я дуже поважаю цього політика і бачу 
його велике майбутнє. Але намагання в цих 
обставинах створити коаліційний уряд - це просто 
смішно. Немає сьогодні ні правових підстав, ні 
реальних можливостей створити коаліційний уряд. 
Друге: з ким Віктор Ющенко збирається сфор- 
мувати його? За утворення коаліційного уряду 
виступають також фракції політико-олігархічних 
кіл. Якщо Ющенко запросить до уряду Суркіса, 
Медведчука, Пінчука та Волкова, а за нинішніх 
умов лише ці фракції мають можливість увійти 
до коаліційного уряду, то я вважаю, що такий 
уряд не буде працювати на Україну та на 
створення в країні громадянського суспільства. 
Це неможливо. Ці люди прийшли в політику не 
для того, аби будувати Україну, а для того, аби 
примножити свої капітали. У них не та мета, 
яку має Ющенко. А я знаю його мету. Він 
дійсно хоче зробити з України державу, за яку 
нікому з нас не буде соромно, і де кожна проста 
людина буде мати просте людське щастя. 

Це мрія Ющенка і моя, до речі, теж. 


Звіт Макса ван дер Стула про дотримання 
прав українців в Росії і навпаки 


Надія Шерстюк 

(Радіо «Свобода»)- Упродовж минулого року 
Верховний Комісар ОБЄЄ з національних меншин 
Макс ван дер Стул на прохання урядів України 
i Росії досліджував ситуацію з дотриманням прав 
російської громади в Україні і українців в Росії. 
Наразі звіт ван дер Стула, а також його реко- 
мендації урядам обох держав є конфіденційною 
інформацією, оскільки, як стверджує радник 
Верховного Комісару ОБСЄ з питань нацменшин 
Стефан Васильєв, МЗС України i Російської 
Федерації поки що не висловили свою позицію 
з цього приводу. Проте ми вирішили не чекати 
офіційної публікації цього документа, відтак 
пропонуємо слухачам радіо «Свобода» першими 
ознайомитись з результатами дослідження Макса 
ван дер Стула. Слово Надії Шерстюк. 

Левову частку свого дослідження Верховний 
Комісар ОБСЄ з національних меншин Макс 
ван дер Стул присвятив дотриманню права гро- 
мадян обох держав здобувати освіту рідною мо- 
вою. Під час своєї подорожі Макс ван дер Стул 
відвідав Львів, Симферополь, Одесу, Харків, Мос- 
кву, Санкт-Петербург і Тюмень. Тобто, здебіль- 
шого міста компактного проживання українців в 
Росії i російськомовних громадян в Україні. 

Як зазначає у своїх висновках Верховний 
Комісар ОБСЄ з нацменшин, після здобуття 
незалежності в Україні скорочується кількість 
російськомовних шкіл. Проте, на думку Макса 
ван дер Стула, у тих місцевостях України, де 
мешкає великий відсоток етнічних росіян, 
скорочення російськомовних шкіл не спостеріга- 
ється. Важливий фактор, яким не можна нехту- 
вати під час цього дослідження, веде далі пан 
ван дер Стул є кількість учнів, що вивчають 
російську мову в україномовних школах. 

Майже 2 млн. школярів (26,6 відсотка від 
загальної кількості учнів у загальноосвітніх 
школах) вивчають російську мову як предмет. 


Незважаючи на те, що українська мова є 
державною, російська також залишається цілком 
важливою для країни, зазначає ван дер Стул. 
34 відсотки школярів відвідують російськомовні 
школи, крім цього за соціологічними опитуван- 
нями 99 року 50 відсотків громадян України 
обрали російську мову як мову спілкування. 
Було б неправильним робити висновок, зазначає 
Верховний Комісар ОБСЄ з нацменшин, що 
зниження кількості російськомовних шкіл є 
показником загального послаблення позицій 
російської мови в Україні. Навпаки, російська 
мова лідирує на мас-медійному ринку України. 
Так, за період з 95-по 97 рік кількість російсько- 
мовних журналів зросла зі 101 до 118, а кількість 
відповідних газет з семисот двадцяти одного до 
семисот сорока шести. Натомість українська 
мова домінує головним чином на державних 
радіо і телебаченні, але коли включається приват- 
ні станції майже 2/3 загального телерадіомовлення 
ведеться російською мовою. 

Зупиняючись на українському чинному законо- 
давстві, Макс ван дер Стул зазначає, що Кон- 
ституція України гарантує вільний розвиток мов 
нацменшин і право представників національних 
меншин здобувати освіту рідною мовою. Огля- 
даючи закон про мови 1989 року, Макс ван дер 
Стул особливо доречною назвав статтю 25, у 
якій наголошується, що «вільний вибір мови 
навчання буде інтегральним правом громадян 
Української Cpcp». У рекомендаціях уряду i 
парляменту України Макс ван дер Стул пропонує, 
зокрема зберегти цю статтю у проекті нового 
закону про мови. Іншими словами зберігти право 
батьків вибирати мову навчання для своєї дитини. 
Також пан ван дер Стул висловив сподівання, 
що процес, ратифікації хартії захисту регіональних 
мов та мов нацменшин Ради Европи буде 
завершено якнайшвидше. 
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Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch and Dr. Lubomir Y. Luciuk sign copies of their books during the Edmonton launch. 


Two books launched in Edmonton 


(UkrNews)—Two books dealing with significant 
subjects for the Ukrainian community were launched 
at the Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex in Edmonton, 
Feb. 3. 

Both authors — Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch and Dr. 
Lubomir Y. Luciuk — talked about their new books 
and signed copies for participants. 

Skrypuch’s book “Enough” is an illustrated children’s 
book dealing with the genocidal 1933 Famine in 
Ukraine, while Dr. Luciuk’s, “Searching for Place” is 
an academic study of the immigration of Ukrainian 
Displaced Persons (DPs) to Canada after World War II. 

Skrypuch, who visited four schools and read her book 
to about 500 children during her stay in Edmonton, 
explained that it was a children’s story built around an 
old Ukrainian folk tale and “tells a tiny flake of his- 
tory”. She said she also added a Canadian element to 
the story in order top make it more relevant to children 
here. “Enough” tells of a young girl’s attempts to save 
her village from starvation. It is illustrated by Michael 
Martchenko. 

When, on the dictator’s orders, soldiers take the vil- 
lage’s wheat, Marusia hides just enough to survive. She 
and her father share with the other villagers over the 
winter, then plant the few remaining grains in the spring. 
A gigantic stalk of magical wheat grows attracting the 
attention of an equally large and magical stork. The stork 
flies with Marusia on a magical journey to the Cana- 
dian Prairies, where Ukrainian Canadian farmers give 
Marusia enough wheat for her village. 

Word of the magical journey reaches a greedy of- 
ficer, who tricks the stork into retracing the magical 
journey. But the officer does not understand the mean- 
ing of “enough” and his greed leads to his doom. Back 
in the village, Marusia and her father know they must 
devise a clever plan to protect their wheat from the 
greedy soldiers...and perhaps from the dictator himself. 

Dr. Luciuk said his book was an interpretation of the 
Ukrainian Canadian experience. Often people assume 
that the government of Canada has been neutral to 


Ukrainian Canadian aspirations, but it hasn’t. It has 
sometimes been indifferent, sometimes ignorant, and 
sometimes downright hostile to Ukrainian aspirations. 

According to Dr. Luciuk, Canada was not in a wel- 
coming mood when Ukrainian displaced persons and 
other refugees began immigrating after the Second 
World War. 

In his compelling and richly documented account, 
he maps the established Ukrainian Canadian commu- 
nity’s efforts to rescue and resettle refugees, despite 
public indifference and the hostility of political oppo- 
nents in Canada and abroad. 

Dr. Luciuk also explores the often divisive impact 
that this “third wave” of nationalistic refugees had on 
organized Ukrainian Canadian society, and traces how 
this diaspora’s experiences of persecution under the 
Soviet and Nazi regimes in occupied Ukraine, and their 
subsequent hiving together in the cauldrons of the post- 
war DP camps, underlay the shaping of a shared po- 
litical world view that would not abate, despite dec- 
ades in exile. 

Drawing on personal diaries, in-depth interviews, and 
previously unmined government archives, the author 
provides an interpretation of the Ukrainian experience 
in Canada that is both illuminating and controversial, 
scholarly and intimate. Dr. Luciuk reveals how a dis- 
tinct Ukrainian Canadian identity emerged and has been 
manipulated, negotiated, and recast from the beginnings 
of Ukrainian pioneer settlement at the turn of the last 
century to the present. 

Skrypuch is the author of “Silver Threads”, “The 
Hunger” and “The Best Gifts”. She lives with her fam- 
ily in Brantford, Ont. Martchenko is an award-win- 
ning illustrator of more than 50 books for children. He 
lives with his family in Toronto 

Dr. Luciuk is a professor in the Department of Poli- 
tics and Economics, Royal Military College of Canada 

The event was sponsored by the Ukrainian Youth 
Unity Complex, UCCLA - Edmonton Office and the 
Ukrainian Book Store. 


Babyn Yar memorial must be inclusive, UCCLA says 


(UCCLA/UkrNews)—A watchdog group for Cana- 
da’s Ukrainian community has reacted with caution to 
a recent announcement that the Government of Ukraine 
is prepared to help develop a museum at the Babyn Yar 
site, near Kyiv, where thousands of Ukrainian citizens 
were murdered by the Nazis during the Second World 
War. 

Commenting, On Jan. 26, J B Gregorovich, chair- 
man of the Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Asso- 
ciation, said: 

“Ukraine suffered more losses to its population than 
any other nation in Nazi-occupied Europe. We support 
any initiative that will recall that tragic time in Ukraine’s 
modern history. However, we wish to caution the Gov- 
ernment of Ukraine against any involvement or endorse- 
ment of any museum or commemorative exhibit at 
Babyn Yar or any other location in Ukraine that would 
suggest to the public that only one religious minority 


was singled out for persecution during the Nazi occu- 
pation. Millions of Ukrainians were enslaved or exter- 
minated by the Nazis, including several hundred thou- 
sand of Ukraine’s Jews. 

“Any memorial at Babyn Yar must be inclusive, re- 
calling all of the victims of Nazi tyranny. We also call 
upon the Government of Ukraine to commit itself to 
develop a national museum about Soviet war crimes 
and crimes against humanity in Kyiv and a series of 
markers at the many sites where the victims of com- 
munism, and particularly of the genocidal Great Fam- 
ine of 1932-33 in Soviet Ukraine, lied buried in mass 
graves. To focus national and also international atten- 
tion only on the war crimes and crimes against human- 
ity of the Nazis, while forgetting about the much greater 
Terror brought to Ukraine by the Soviet regime, would 


‘be an affront to the memory of the millions of vic- 


” 


tims. 


The Ukrainian Professional and Business Club of Edmonton 
presents 


CANADIAN ISSUES ROUNDTABLE: 
Moving Forward, A Western Perspective 


Saturday February 24, 2001 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 


Chateau Louis Conference Centre 
11727 Kingsway Avenue, Edmonton Alberta 


Registration (includes lunch) payable on February 24 
$30 - Students & Members; $40 - Non-members 


BANQUET and DANCE featuring MILLENIA 


Cocktails 6 p.m. Dinner 7 p.m. 
$25 Dinner & Dance 


Dance 9 p.m. 
$10 Dance only 


For further information and registration, please contact by February 20 
Phone: (780) 907-6063 Lisa McDonald or (780) 476-3943 Deborah Walchuk 
Fax: (780) 249-3273; E-mail: upbcedmonton@hotmail.com 


Website: www.upbcedmonton.homestead.com/home.html 


R.J.'s Tours Ltd 


11708-135A Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5M 115 
We е specialize | qn travel and tours to UKRAI, 
escorted group tours around the wor. 
Family owned and operated by Robert J. and Patricia Tomkins 
780-415-5633 Toll free 1-877-353-5633 


April 29, 2001 - Join CFCW'S Jackie Rae & Country star Danny Hooper - 
,ona tour to Branson, Missouri. Many Shows! 


ly 2 - 17. KRAINE - Our exciting 16 day all-inclusive escorted ! 
| group tour of Weer UKRAINE. All meals, beverages, admissions to | 
all events and concerts. We'll be touring places like Kyiv, Lviv, Chernivtsi, 1 
lvano-Frankivs'k, Uzhorod, Kolomeya, Yaremchy, Mukachevo, ап! 


: " exclusive selo visit, many surprises and concerts. We utilize a modern ! 


; bus with washrooms and air-conditioning and first class hotels. English | ; 
' speaking guides throughout. If you wish to visit relatives while on tour 1 
we can arrange that as well. Tour escorted by Robert J. Tomkins. We ! 
have 10 seats remaining on this tour. Don't be disappointed! Call us for | : 
a detailed brochure. 


І 
June 12-18 - The 30th annual "Fan Fair" in Music City USA, Nashville, : 
Tennessee. Tours escorted by R.J. & Patricia Tomkins. This is a very | 
popular event and there is only 30 seats available. 


Осіобег - Our annual Country music tour to Nashville, Branson and 1 


New Orleans. Escorted by R.J. & PatriciaTomkins. Limited availability! 1 
МУ 4 


Listen for the Robert J. Tomkins Ukrainian Hour Zabava Program on Winnipeg's 
810 CKJS Saturday 5-7 p.m. and Sunday 7-9 p.m. on Edmonton's 790 CFCW 


Call us at 1-877-353-5633 and we'll mail detailed brochures out to you 
http://www.tourukraine.com e-mail: rjstours@tourukraineecom 


FASHION SHOW 
and LUNCHEON 


featuring DESIGNER COAT FASHIONS from Ukraine 


2:00 p.m., SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2001 
St. Andrew's Parish Cultural Building 
9831 - 75 St. 

Edmonton, Alberta 


A fundraiser for Child Care International - Ukraine 
(an orphanage & hospital - Pochaiv Project) 


Tickets $25.00 ($10.00 income tax deductible per ticket) 


Contact: Johanna 469-4277 or Pauline 434-4826 
by Sunday, February 18, 2001 


ADVANCE TICKETS ONLY 


жжжжжжж 


Donations are also being accepted for this charitible cause. 


An income tax deductible receipt will be issued for the full amount 


of the donation directly from Child Care International 


Please make cheques payable to: 
Child Care International - Ukraine (Pochaiv Project) 


SPONSOR: St. Andrew's Ukrainian Orthodox Ladies' Auxiliary 


12 з 

Українські та ізраїльські 
жінки об'єднують зусилля для 
реалізації своїх можливостей 


(«День») -30 січня у Києві в Ізраїльському культурному центрі 
відбулися збори-презентація нової громадської організації «Жінка 
в новому суспільстві», організовані міжнародним товариством 
«Україна-Їзраїль». 

Створена жіноча організація ставить за мету сприяння 
формуванню в Україні та Ізраїлі, а також у країнах, де компактно 
проживає українська та ізраїльська діяспора, такого суспільства, 
в якому свобода, гідність і безпека жінки, реалізація різних 
прав, свобод та можливостей для жінок і чоловіків стануть 
безумовними нормами життя. В числі пріоритетів діяльності 
організації - сприяння участі жінок у суспільно-політичному 
житті, просуванню на всі рівні влади, реалізації прав жінок на 
здорове життя в сім'ї та соціумі, на розвиток особистості та 
активізації культурного, наукового і ділового життя, у зміцненні 
моральних засад суспільства. 

Особливу увагу організація приділятиме ролі жінки в усвідомленні 
унікального значення духовного в системі пріоритетів соціяльного 
розвитку, значенню жінки у взаємопізнанні духовно-культурних 
цінностей у політичній структурі України і держави Ізраїль, 
домінантній ролі жінки в освітньому процесі, а також адаптації 
жінок в Україні до умов ринкової економіки. 


Надзвичайна ситуація - епідемія грипу в Одесі 
(Прес-центр «Південь»)- Міська комісія в питань техногенно-- 
екологічної безпеки та надзвичайних ситуацій прийняла 5 лютого 
рішення про припинення навчального процесу у всіх загально- 
освітніх школах Одеси та Южного у зв'язку з епідемією грипу. 
Заняття припинені згідно з оперативним пляном по боротьбі з 
грипом до особливого розпорядження комісії, - повідомила лікар- 
епідеміолог обласної санепідстанції Лариса Потієнко. Сьогодні 
епідемічний поріг захворюваності населення перевищено у 13 рази. 


Edmonton Granite Memorials 


EGM personalized designs pe NE DENA 


serving Albertans with dignity 
for over 35 years 


її 


_Honour Your Family 
with a 


Work of Art 


Such monuments are available 
in various designs, styles and 
types of granite. 
All professionally manufactured 
in any price range that 
you may choose. 


Sa 


——— Р НИ ЗР 
Courtesy Car Senior Citizen Discounts « Pre-Need Arrangements 
OPEN: Mon.-Sat.. 8:00 - 5:00 
11023 - 97 St. Edmonton, Alberta Т5Н 2N1 Ph: 425-6311; 425-6320 


“Park | 
ay cprectal,” | 


FUNERAL ADMINISTRATORS AND DI RECTORS. 
“THE CHAPEL ON THE BOULEVARD" 


FAMILY OWNED | 
AND OPERATED 


" serving families since 1941 

’ prearranged funeral plans 

* crematorium on site 

* provincial, national 8 international service 


(780) 426-0050’ 24 HRS. 
EDMONTON: 9709 - 111 AVENUE 


Visit u us at; www.parkmemori cont! 


OTHER LOCATIONS: VEGREVILLE - MAYERTHORPE 
SMOKY LAKE » WILDWOOD - LAMONT 


У першу річницю смерти бла- 
женної пам'яті Наталки Фарини 
Кіт, згадаємо з глибоким жалем 


ii терпіння та наглу і до певної 


міри несподівану смерть 17-го 
лютого, 2000 р. Усі ми далі 
тужимо за улюблену нашу маму, 
невтомну громадську діячку, 
віддану членку Союзу Українок 
Канади. Усі її матеріяльні здо- 
бутки з яких ми тепер користу- 
ємося ніяк не зможуть облекши- 
ти відчуття страшної втрати ми- 
лої особи яка завжди ставила 
інших на першому місці, а не 
себе. 

Наталка стала членкою Союзу 
Українок Канади 1946 р. Вона 
відіграла велику ролю в житті 
свого Відділу при Катедрі св. 
Ївана в Едмонтоні. Була член- 
кою управи через довгі роки, 
служила як голова три рази, 
була також головою Провінцій- 
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Бл. п. Наталка Фарина Кіт 


заступницею голови Краєвої 
Управи. 

Наталка тішилася тим, що її 
дві доні, за її прикладом та за 
прикладом своїх бабок, Єлиса- 
вети Ївасюк та Осипи Фарини, 


до сьогодні є членками - Христя 
є одна з бувших голів Відділу 
при Катедрі св. Ївана, а Леона 
зараз є заступницею касирки. 
Син Мирон грає активну ролю 
разом зі своєю дружиною, Єли- | 
саветою, у житті Православної 
громади в Вікторії. 

УУявляємо, що ті, що відходять 
у вічність, сподіваються вічного 
відпочинку. Не Наталка! Бог 
Отець напевно чекав її при 
царських дверях і негайно заста- 
вив до праці в рядах ангелів 
хоронителів, де вона правдопо- 
дібно очолює відділ та розказує 
вміло та чутливо що й як 
робити. Нехай душа її радіє цією 
працею. Хай її там буде навіть 
миліше як колись у Союзі. 
Прощай, дорога Мамо! Живеш 
назавжди в наших серцях. 

Син Мирон і дочки Леона й 


ної Управи Альберти й першою 


стали членками Союзу. 


Boon Xpucma 


Хрестоматія з української 
літератури в Канаді вийшла у світ 


Наприкінці грудня 2000 р., заходами видавничого 
комітету колишнього «Слова» та УВАН у 
Вінніпегу, вийша у світ «Хрестоматія з української 
літератури в Канаді, 1897 - 2000», яка охоплює 
понад 100 поетів, прозаїків драматургів - 
традиційних і модерністичних - та оціночні статті 
про визначніших із них. Надруковано 1,000 
примірників - 632 сторінки в гарній полотняній 
оправі. Це ювілейне видання призначене, 
передусім, для бібліотек і читалень при них. 

900 примірників уже послано в Україну 
(пароплавом до Антверпену та вантажівкою звідти 
до Києва). 100 примірників залишено для 
співавторів і діяспорних бібліотек. 

Над хрестоматією довго працювала група 
укладачів-редакторів і коректорів. Нам пощастило 


оплатити це видання, але бракує грошей для 
оплати перевезення хрестоматії в Україну - до 
наукових, університетських, інститутських, 
ліцейних та головніших середньошкільних 
книгозбірень (до речі, в Україні починають уже 
викладати діяспорну літературу). 

З огляду на такий стан, видавничий комітет 
колишнього «Слова» ухвалив, що кожен із 
співавторів або хтось із їхніх нащадків має змогу 
безкоштовно отримати один примірник хресто- 
матії та одночасно пожертвувати мінімум 50 
долярів на оплату перевезення 900 примірників 
хрестоматії в Україну. Інші зацікавлені можуть 
купити книжку за 50 долярів. Просимо чеки 
надсилати на адресу: Slavuta Publishers, 72 
Westbook Drive, Edmonton, AB, Canada T6J 2ЕЇ. 


Проєкт охорони здоров'я при 
Альбертському університеті 


Галина Клід 

(КІУС)- -Проєкт «Телездоров'я», який започат- 
кувала медична програма «Освіта» при Альберт-- 
ському університеті допомагає Україні в сфері 
медицини. На думку її директора, д-ра горя 
Гаука, медичні консультації на відстані, за допо- 
могою комп'ютерної мережі, можуть мати для 
України, з її густозаселеною сільською місцевістю 
та браком належної і, головно, вчасної медичної 
опіки, надзвичайно важливе значення. Він знає 
це зі свого досвіду дитячого лікаря. «Як я оглядаю 
(на екрані комп'ютера - Г.К.) пацієнта десь у 
Гай Левел (місто на півночі - Г.К.), то я можу 
поговорити не тільки з його лікарем, але й з 
дитиною та родичами, і тоді вирішувати, чи 
потрібно цю дитину везти до Едмонтону для 
глибших медичних обстежень, чи ні», каже він. 

Програма «Освіта» шукає найкращих способів 
надання медичної допомоги Україні. Заснування 


центрів надання медичних консультацій на 
відстані, через проєкт «Телездоров'я», є якраз 
тим шляхом, який вбачається його організаторами 
найефек-тивнішим. 

Початкові кошти заснування таких консуль- 
таційних центрів в Україні будуть значні (лише 
вартість спеціяльного обладнання, яке вже 
завезено «Освітою» в Україну, склала $50,000), 
але вони принесуть значну користь охороні здо- 
ров'я та хворим, які отримають доступ до найкра-- 
щих спеціялістів. Ще значно покращить також 
професійне спілкування між лікарями України, 
і сприятиме підвищенню їхніх кваліфікацій. Ук- 
раїнці зможуть брати участь у різних програмах, 
i не тільки з Едмонтоном. «Це ще ширше розчи- 
нить їм двері до цілого світу», запевняє д-р Гаук. 

Довідки про Проєкт «Телездоров'я»: д-р ігор 
Гаук, телефон (780) 471-7963, електронна адреса 
(E-mail: ehor.gauk@ualberta.ca) 


Дніпропетровські судді чекають криворізьких свідків 


Вадим Рижков 

(«День»)--На судовому процесі у справі про 
«інгулецький замах» на лідера ПСПУ Наталю 
Вітренко, що проходить у Дніпропетровську, ого- 
лошено десятиденну перерву. Причина - наполег- 
лива неявка на судові засідання не лише важливих 
свідків, а й деяких потерпілих, свідчення яких 
судді, обвинувачі, адвокати, а також самі підсудні 
- колишня довірена особа O. Мороза Сергій 
Їванченко та його помічники вважають вельми 
істотними. Повістки свідкам, як можна зрозуміти, 
розсилалися завчасно, однак протягом чотирьох 
днів у суді з'явилися лише троє. Серед них - 
співробітник міліції, який брав участь у затриманні 
російського громадянина Володимира Їванченка, 
обвинуваченого з безпосередньому здійсненні тер- 
акту. Нарешті терпець служителів Феміди урвався 
- суд виніс ухвалу про примусову явку близько 
двох десятків свідків, яку мають забезпечити 
правоохоронні органи. 

Ситуацію на прохання кореспондента «Дня» 


прокоментувала адвокат С. Їванченка Ірина 
Помазак. На її думку, головною й найочевид- 
нішою причиною неявкі свідків, дехто з яких 
проживає в Кривому Розі й Їнгульці, стала 
вартість проїзду від Дніпропетровська й назад. 
«Якщо врахувати, - каже вона, що квитки в 
обидва боки обходяться в 30 грн., то така сума 
багатьом свідкам і потерпілим, серед яких чимало 
пенсіонерів, просто не по кишені». 

Звичайно, суд має компенсувати ці витрати, 
однак це станеться лише після завершення 
процесу - місяців через три. Набагато простіше, 
вважає адвокат, було проводити виїздні судові 
засідання в Кривому Розі чи навіть в Інгульці. 
Тоді була б забезпечена явка свідків і потерпілих, 
сторони могли легше розібратися в справі, та й 
сам судовий процес обійшовся б набагато 
дешевше. До речі, за словами адвоката, серед 
виїзних свідків є й працівники правоохоронних 
органів. Про причину їхньої неявки до суду 
можна поки лише здогадуватися. 
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Vinok presents Prairie Legends 


History comes alive in celebration of 


(Vinok Worldance)—Don’t miss 

the exciting production of Prairie 
Legends by Vinok Worldance. Cel- 
ebrate the achievements of the many 
brave people coming to a new land 
called Canada. 
Look through the eyes of the first 
Europeans arriving on a continent 
populated with the proud First Na- 
tions people, and the many chal- 
lenges that faced both cultures in 
adapting to a new life together. 

Later generations of adventurous 
souls arrived from Asia, Europe and 
the Americas, each with a rich cul- 
tural contribution to the colorful 
patchwork quilt of Western Canada. 
Raise a cheer for the gifts that each 
person brought to our great coun- 


try, and celebrate the vibrant history | 


of our predecessors. 

Prairie Legends will feature 
dances and music from the many 
different cultures of the people of 
Western Canada, including Chinese, 
Country & Wester, Filipino, Finn- 
ish, First Nations, French-Canadian, 
German, Metis, Mexican, Spanish 
& Ukrainian. This folkloric music 
end dance production also includes 
a multimedia display with archive 
films, photos and videos. Join Vinok 
Worldance in a tribute to the myriad 
of people and cultures that have 
given us a colorful history. 

Prairie Legends will be performed 
Feb. 23 & 24, at 7:30 pm in the Cita- 


del Shoctor Theatre. Tickets are $26 § 
Adults, $22 Students & seniors. | 


Group discounts available. (Prices Б = 


include GST & service charges). 
Call (780) 454-3739 for information 
and tickets. 


Western Canadian culture 


PHOTO — MARIO PEITRAMALA 


Chinese Ribbon Dance 


Sponsors include: The Canada Foundation for the Arts, the Chateau The Edmonton Journal, CKUA Ra- 


Council for the Arts, The Alberta 


Louis Hotel & Conference Centre, 


dio and Citadel Theatre. 


Paris to Kyiv visits Alberta 


(Bottom Line Productions)— 
Singer Alexis Kochan and her en- 
semble Paris To Kyiv bring their 
Ukrainian/world music hybrid en- 
semble to Alberta in February for a 
winter “Prairie Nights” tour. 

Hot on the heels of the release of 
their latest recording, “Prairie 
Nights and Peacock Feathers” 
(Olesia Records), Paris To Kyiv is 
an exquisitely crafted mix of tradi- 
tional Ukrainian music and contem- 
porary arrangements, fusing ele- 
ments of pre-Christian ritual song, 
medieval chants and modern influ- 
ences — music that is timeless, 
spans the centuries, and evokes dis- 
tant places and memories, like win- 
ter nights on the Canadian prairies 
or the steppes of the Ukraine many 
years ago. 

Alexis Kochan has been mining 
that fertile musical junction where 


tradition meets modern and where 
global meets specific culture. Three 
previously acclaimed recordings 
precede “Prairie Nights and Peacock 
Feathers”, which the Winnipeg Sun 
called “ethereal and dreamy”. 

Kochan, from Winnipeg, studied 
voice in Canada, Ukraine, and Eng- 
land. Her interest in the oldest forms 
of Ukrainian folk music sparked a 
singing, writing, directing and produc- 
ing career that has seen her perform 
throughout Canada, United States, 
South America, Ukraine and western 
Europe. She has written for ballet, 
stage, and film as well as co-directing 
and performing in “Night Songs From 
A Neighbouring Village”. 

In Paris To Kyiv, she has brought 
together musicians from different 
worlds and styles: premier bandura 
player Julian Kytasty from New 
York, singer/improvisor/violist Ri- 


UkrTelecom to buy 
more Utel shares. 


(Eastern Economist)—UkrTelecom has restructured its debts to equip- 
ment suppliers, said company chair Stanislav Dovhy, Feb. 1. 
He added that the company is іп a difficult situation, with large debts on 


loans taken for equipment supplies. 


Dovhy did not state the exact amount of the debt but said that by re- 
structuring, UkrTelecom was able to decrease its total standing debt by a 
third, which will allow the company to pay other debts this year. 

UkrTelecom has paid around 70-75% of the value of shares at Utel to 
its foreign co-founders, US AT&T and German Deutsche Telekom, said 


Dovhy. 


He added that the final purchase of shares will be made in March 2001. 
However, shares belonging to BrokBiznesBank have not yet been pur- 


chased. 


International and national communications operator Utel was created 
in 1992 and restructured into a joint stock company in 1994. Fifty one 
percent of its shares belong to UkrTelecom. AT&T and Deutsche Telekom 
own 19.5% stakes each and BrokBiznesBank owns 10%. 


chard Moody from Canada, Yugo- 
slavian contrabassist Nenad Zdjelar, 
and British multi-instrumentalist 
Martin Colledge. This collaboration 
results in genre-bending and unique 
performances. 

Paris To Kyiv will be appearing 
Thurs., Feb.22 Edmonton at the Pro- 
vincial Museum Theatre 7:30 pm; 
Fri., Feb. 23 Athabasca at the Nancy 
Appleby Theatre 7:30 pm; Sat., Feb. 
24 Bonnyville at the Lyle Victor 
Albert Centre 8:00 pm; Sun., Feb. 
25; Calgary at the Orpheus Theatre 
(SAIT Campus) 7:00 pm. 

The tour is presented by Heart- 
wood Folk Club,Chateau Louis Ho- 
tel (Edmonton), & Manitoba Film 
& Sound Ticket and concert infor- 
mation available at 780-424-2915. 
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Fine Gifts 
Authentic Ukrainian Handicrafts 


LYSALTA 


CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION 


INDEPENDENT 


Art, Books, CDs, Ceramics, 
MUTUAL FUND DEALER Embroidered Goods and Supplies 
TERRY LYS Gold Jewellery, Icons, Magazines, 
President Newspapers, Pysankas and Supplies 
( 403) 239-8515 All Services to Ukraine, Mail-orders 


A. R. CHORNY 
Tel.: (416) 762-8751 + Fax: (416) 767-6839 
Email: andrew@westarka.com 
Web site: westarka.com 


4 Edelweiss Cres. NW, Calgary, AB 
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Start Your Own Business 
(No Capital Required) 


Agents Wanted Across. Western Canada 


to arrange for the sending of: Money and Food Parcels to: 
Ukraine, Belarus, Russia, Baltic country, Asia 


>» 


Please Contact: 


"UKRAINIAN POST" 
2455 Cawthra Rd., Unit 20 
Mississauga, Ont. LSA 3P1 
Tel. (905) 281-9665 

Fax: (905) 281-9656 


E-mail: nina@ukrpostcanada.com 
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Французьке ім'я - Українська душа 


Join us for a special 
cocktail performance by 


Alexis Kochan & 
Julian Kytasty 


of ''Paris To Kyiv" 


Tuesday, February 27, 2001 
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Phone: (780) 452-7770 Fax: 454-3436 
Reservations toll-free: 1-800-661-9843 


e-mail: info@chateaulouis.com 
www.chateaulouis.com 
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The new recording available at paristokyiv.com  olesic 


Before a roaring crowd and with 
praise from his president, Serhiy 
Bubka retired on Feb. 4 after one of 
the greatest careers in track and field 
history, reported the Associated 
Press. 

The 37-year-old pole vault king 
was honored at a ceremony at the 
Pole Vault Stars, the competition in 
Donetsk he founded. 

Ukrainian (not Russian, as the 
Edmonton Journal wrote in two 
headlines, Feb 2) Bubka set world 
records 35 times. He won six con- 
secutive world championships and 
an Olympic gold medal. 

He said he will now be kept busy 


national Olympic Committee’s ex- 
ecutive board. And there are other 
duties closer to home. 


“There is my club in Donetsk, its | 


work,” he said. “And, of course, my 
family to take my time.” 

Bubka received a bouquet amid 
cheers from the crowd. There was 
also an open letter from President 
Leonid Kuchma. 

“Thanks to you, the world learned 
about Ukraine in a new sense,” 
Kuchma said. 

Bubka still holds the the indoor 
and outdoor marks of 20 feet, 2 
inches and 20-13/4. No one else has 
come close. The competition at 
Donetsk underlined Bubka’s domi- 
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Ukrainian pole vaulter Serhiy Bubka retires 


was full of surprises. It’s sad to see 
him go. He left his mark in history, 
and they’re still chasing his marks.” 

Although only 6-01/2 and 176 
pounds, Bubka had enormous 
strength, speed and gymnastic abil- 
ity. He gripped the pole higher than 
most vaulters, giving him extra lev- 
erage. 

“Technically, he is not that much 
different from the rest of us. It’s the 
amount of force he’s able to gener- 
ate,’ said Kory Tarpenning, once the 
leading men’s vaulter in the United 
States. “He puts 10 or 15 percent 
more energy into the pole, and that’s 
the reason he goes four or eight or 
12 inches higher than anyone else.” 


in his role as a member of the Inter- 


Klitschko KOs Norris in the first 


(Universum Box-Promotion)—In front of 8,000 spectators at the sold 
out Rudi-Sedlmayer-Halle in Munich Dr. Vitali Klitschko made extremely 
short work of his American opponent Orlin Norris, Jan. 27. 

After one minute and 51 seconds of the opening round Klitschko had 
already knocked down the former WBA cruiserweight world champion 
twice. After the second knockdown Norris rose to his feet slowly, com- 
plained to the referee and refused to continue. 

“He landed a good shot for the first knockdown”, Norris admitted. “I’m 
very disappointed. I did not except anything like this.” 

“Tn my mind, he got hit hard and decided it was going to hurt”, Klitschko 
said who was unsatisfied about the quick ending and after the second knock- 
down waved his opponent to get up from the canvas to continue fighting. 

For Klitschko it was the 29th victory in his 30 fight and his 28th knock- 
out. Norris lost for the seventh time in 58 fights. 


Klitschko brothers considering 
management change 


WBO heavyweight champion Vladimir Klitschko and older brother Vitali 
are reportedly considering a change in management, reports the Associ- 
ated Press. 

Vitali Klitschko has confirmed that the two Ukrainian brothers have an 
ongoing dispute with Hamburg’s Universum Boxing promotion and pro- 
moter Klaus-Peter Kohl about their current contract. 

“Where there is smoke there is fire,” said Klitschko, declining to give 
details at a press conference for his Jan. 27 fight against American Olin 
Norris in Munich. 

German newspapers had reported earlier the two brothers were dissatis- 
fied with Kohl’s ability to land them big-money fights against the top 
heavyweights and may want to fight in the United States. 

The Klitschkos believe their contract with Universum expires on April 
30 of this year, while Kohl contends it extends to April 30, 2004. 

Vladimir Klitschko, 24, has a 35-1 record with 32 knockouts and is the 
1996 Olympic superheavyweight champion. He was ranked among the 
top three by the WBA and WBC until beating American Chris Byrd in 
October for the lightly regarded crown of the rival WBO. 

Vitali Klitschko, 29, is 29-1 with 28 knockouts. His only loss came 
when he yielded the WBO crown to Byrd after separating a shoulder rota- 
tor cuff during the fight. 


Coins to honour Winter Olympics 


(Eastern Economist)—The National Bank of Ukraine will circulate а com- 
memorative coin series called “Dances on Ice” consisting of Hr. 10 and 
Hr. 2 coins. The new coins will continue the Sport Series and will be 
dedicated to the Winter Olympic Games in Salt Lake City in 2002. 3,000 
Hr. 10 coins will be issued along with 30,000 Hr. 2 coins. 
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Serhiy Bubka 


nation of the sport. The winner, Is- 
rael’s Aleksandr Averbukh, cleared 
19-21/4. He was followed by South 
Africa’s Okkerts Brits at 19-01/4 
and Ukraine’s Denys Yurchenko at 
18-81/4. 

Bubka might have added to his 
marvelous accomplishments if not 
for a series of leg and tendon inju- 
ries that required surgery in his lat- 
ter years. 

«І only saw him in his later years, 
but he still was ‘The Man’,’” said 
Stacy Dragila, the first Olympic 
women’s pole vault gold medalist. 
“Everyone was looking to him. He 


Even Bubka’s older brother, 
Vasyl, a 19-foot vaulter, was afraid 
to compete against him. 

“When we compete against each 
other, it is pure torture for me,” the 
elder Bubka said. “The thing is that 
I worry so much about Serhiy that it 
interferes with my concentration. I’d 
rather be in the stands when Serhiy 
competes.” 

Bubka was to the pole vault what 
Baryshnikov was to ballet. 

He broke into prominence at the 
1983 World Championships at Hel- 
sinki, Finland, only 19 and the No. 
3 vaulter on the Soviet team 

Torrential rain forced postpone- 
ment of the qualifying competition, 
and heavy rain again hit Olympic 
Stadium when the 27 vaulters gath- 
ered for the final the following day. 


In the seven-hour final, under ap- 
palling conditions, Bubka was the 
only vaulter to improve his best, 
soaring 18-81/4. 

He went on to win the next five 
world titles, the only athlete to ac- 
cumulate six golds. His defense of 
the title at the 1997 championships 
at Athens, where his chances were 
dismissed, was one of the great mo- 
ments in track and field history. 

“The World Championships are 
special to me just for being the 
World Championships,” Bubka said. 
“Tt is а very high-level competition, 
maybe the toughest competition for 
any athlete.” 

His performances at the Olympics 
were not as dominant. He won gold 
in 1988, with an Olympic-record 19- 
41/4, but that was his sole medal in 
four Summer Games. 

Everywhere else, though, Bubka 
was the best. 

“Sometimes,” he said, “when I 
think back to what I have done, I 
believe that I have contributed to the 
history of athletics.” 

Bubka has left vaulting, but not 
sports. At Sydney, he was the first 
athlete elected to the IOC’s execu- 
tive board. He also is a member of 
the Evaluation Commission for the 
2008 Olympics, and will shortly 
Visit five of the bid cities — Beijing, 
Osaka, Toronto, Istanbul and Paris. 
He trains three times a week, and 
supports his tennis-playing sons — 
Vitaly, 15, and Serhiy, 13. 


«Якби не спорт, то про 
Україну ніхто O 1 не знав» 


Олег Айзін 
Студент Австралійського університету 

(«День»)--Так вийшло, що мабуть, про 
Олімпіяду в Сіднеї я знаю побільше багатьох 
представників преси в Україні. Я був протягом 
трьох тижнів волонтером від Оргкомітету, 
протокол-асистентом президента НОК України 
Ївана Федоренка. Допомагав я йому безкоштовно 
з усіх питань і супроводив скрізь: на змаганнях, 
на засіданнях штабу, тощо. Ніколи до цього я 
його не знав - і тому ні в якій упередженості 
мене не можна звинуватити. 

Прочитав я ваш матеріял в Їнтернеці «З 
невдачею вас...» від 10.10. Одна назва - ганьба... 
Якщо свої ж українські ЗМІ не радіють медалям 
наших спортсменів у Сіднеї, то хто ж порадіє? 
Що австралійські газети писали про Яну 
Клочкову? Робити їм більше немає чого - своїх 
героїв навала! Одна фотографія була за всі три 
успішні виступи в сіднейській пресі. А що, срібні 
й бронзові медалі вже нікому не потрібні? Тобто 
або «золото», або не треба нічого? 

Вся делегація перебувала в Сіднеї за рахунок 
Оргкомітету ігор. Тому наші керівники й вирішили 
взяти максимум спортсменів і чиновників - все 
одно все було безкоштовно (включаючи харчу- 
вання в Олімпійському селі). Так що не 
хвилюйтеся - державні гроші тут ніхто не 
витратив. А чому б не дати спортсменам узяти 
участь у цьому чудовому святі? 

Навіть нашим народним депутатам (що приїхали 
«погуляти» в Сіднеї) Їван Федоренко не міг 
дозволити купити квитки на церемонію закриття, 
як вони того дуже хотіли... Природно, що 
відмовити було не можна - довелося «дурити» 
організаторів понавішували на них акредитації 
тренерів, що вже поїхали, хто там при вході на 
стадіон із волонтерів придивлявся - так що і 
тут усе безкоштовно. Навіть наш колишній 
прем'єр Валерій Пустовойтенко не став витрачати 
свої (або державні) гроші й користувався однією 
з машин, що були люб'язно надані оргкомітетом 
нашій делегації (включаючи і волонтера водія). 

Віктор Ющенко дав свій вердикт - провал! Ї 
всі, як папуги, підхопили! А чому не успіх? Так, 
були невдачі в окремих видах спорту. Але сам 
Віктор Ющенко плянував приїхати, але не приїхав, 
приславши «дуже розумний» факс, типу: «Адмі- 
ністрація прем'єра повідомляє - Ющенко участі 
в Олімпіяді брати не буде». Ї так розвага депутатів 


та інших «екстраофіційних» осіб забирала багато 
енергії спортивних керівників. Не сильно вони 
були раді, це деталі. У Ївана Федоренка спор- 
тивних справ було навалом - але куди без цього? 

Те, скільки зараз виділяється на спорт, - 
дещиця в загальному бюджеті - і якщо вам 
спорт байдужий, то національний престиж так 
таки, важливий. Скажу вам по секрету, що 
якби не спорт, то про Україну ніхто б і не 
знав. Вірніше, деякі фанати випусків новин знали 
б тільки: Чорнобиль та серійний убивця... 

А так усі любителі футболу в світі знають 
Андрія Шевченка (на жаль, в Австралії «сокер» 
не такий популярний, зате популярна англійська 
Прем'єр-Ліга - так що знають Сергія Реброва). 
У Німеччині всі знають братів Кличків. Ну а 
Яну Клочкову, можливо, вже забули. Але того 
пам'ятного вечора плавання (перший день 
Олімпіяди) - всі пам'ятають, що перемагали 
лише австралійці, американці та українці. 

Так, зараз 21 місце при майже такому ж 
результаті, як у Атланті. Причина - на жаль, 
мало золотих медалей - але стало набагато 
більше «срібла». А так Україна без питань - в 
двадцятці найсильніших країн світу. 

Провал??? Цікаво, а на якому місці у світі 
економіка товариша Віктора Ющенка? Проблем, 
звичайно, багато - але вже зараз виділено гроші 
на три центри спортивної гімнастики. 

Загалом, ще дуже багато можна писати - але 
передусім пресі про спортсменів треба писати - 
а не колупатися в брудній білизні - тим більше, 
що побував я «всередині» команди - нічого 
«брудного» і суперсекретного не виявив. Прак- 
тично всі істотні питання відображено на прес- 
конференціях Ївана Федоренка. (Єдине, суперечка 
в федерації художньої гімнастики - про яку всі 
знають і яка коштувала в кінцевому результаті 
Олену Вітриченко медаль, а Єрофеєву декілька 
десятих бала). До речі, Альбіна Дерюгіна 
притягла-таки Ганну Бессонову до Сіднея... 
Девелося вмовляти діяспору прийняти її - адже 
без акредитації в «селі» вона жити не могла, 
як і тренуватися в офіційних залах. 

Далі за вашою статтею - ви думаєте, ірландці 
радіють повній невдачі на Олімпіяді... Але в 
Атланті також був успіх - Мішель Сміт. Та 
вони собі місця не знаходили в барах Австралії. 
Соромно їм було - i мабуть зараз займуться 
цим питанням... Як зайнялися у Великій Британії 
після невдачі в Атланті. А як нам бути? 
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Russia persists in seeking | GDP growth attributed 
new gas routes to Europe 


By Michael Lelyveld 

(RFE/RL)—Despite a new era in relations that was 
declared between Russia and Ukraine in December, 
Moscow is pressing ahead with its pipeline plans to 
reduce its reliance on Kyiv. 

A top official of Russia’s Gazprom has said that two 
separate initiatives were going forward to build gas 
pipelines to Europe that would bypass Ukraine. 

Yurii Komarov, a member of Gazprom’s manage- 
ment committee, said that a feasibility study for one 
bypass route through Poland and Slovakia would be 
completed within three months, Reuters reported. 
Gazprom also expects to form a consortium within two 
months to build a pipeline through Finland across the 
Baltic Sea to Germany, Komarov said. 

Both plans are aimed at getting gas to Western Eu- 
rope without crossing Ukraine, which currently carries 
about 90 percent of Russia’s exports of the fuel. The 
government in Kyiv has been scrambling since last July 
when Gazprom first announced plans for the bypass 
through Poland. Russia blamed Ukraine’s diversions 
of transit gas and rising debts for the gas it consumes. 

But the conflicts were supposed to have been resolved 
in December when Russia and Ukraine signed agree- 
ments on gas supplies, transit, and collaboration in the 
gas sphere. Russia said it was willing to restructure over 
US$1.4 billion of Ukraine’s gas debts and delay pay- 
ments for 10 years. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin was effusive in his 
statements, saying, “The fact that specific agreements 
have been reached has changed the attitude to Ukraine.” 
He added that “Ukraine and Russia will enter the Eu- 
ropean gas market together, Russia with its product and 
Ukraine as an independent partner supplying this prod- 
uct.” Putin promised he would persuade Gazprom to 
help upgrade Ukraine’s pipelines to carry even more 
Russian gas to Europe. 

But one month later, there are few signs that the 
agreements have helped. 

On Jan. 16, the Russian gas trader Itera announced it 
was cutting off supplies to four Ukrainian power com- 
panies after they ran up $64 million in debts. The com- 
panies.responded by.diverting Russian gas again, ге- 
ducing their use but refusing to shut it off. 

On Jan. 24, Ukrainian Prime Minister Viktor 
Yushchenko pledged to come up with new proposals 
to settle the debt issue within two days. But as of Jan. 
26, the electricity generators were still taking Russian 
gas without paying, the Ukrainian News Agency re- 
ported, quoting a source in the country’s Fuel and En- 
ergy Ministry. 

On Jan. 30, Yushchenko announced that the compa- 
nies had started paying Itera again and that gas sup- 
plies would be resumed soon. But the premier did not 
address the issue of gas diversions, which Ukraine had 
previously promised to stop. 


It is uncertain whether Gazprom’s announcement on 
bypass routes is a response to Ukraine’s latest diver- 
sions or simply a sign that the Russian monopoly al- 
ways meant to pursue its strategy, whether accords were 
signed or not. Either way, it may have little trouble jus- 
tifying its plans in light of Ukraine’s actions. 

On Jan. 29, Yushchenko said the government may 
replace the management of some electricity companies 
because of poor collections from consumers. But the 
Financial Times also reported that some local Ukrain- 
ian officials have been borrowing against town build- 
ings and assets in order to pay for gas. 

Gazprom’s Komarov appears to have made a point 
of discussing not one bypass line to Europe, but two. 
His purpose may be to overcome reluctance in Poland 
to allow a new pipeline on its territory that would leave 
Ukraine out. By threatening to move the route even 
farther north to Finland, Gazprom seems to be sending 
a message that resistance to its plans would be futile. 

Both pipeline plans will need European partners and 
investment. The proposals have drawn intense interest 
since last October, when the European Union an- 
nounced it would study plans to double energy imports 
from Russia over the next 20 years. 

In the case of the line through Poland, Gazprom has 


been working with Germany’s Ruhrgas and Wintershall, | 


ENI of Italy, and Gaz de France, all of which are 
Gazprom customers. The northern route would be de- 
veloped with Fortum of Finland, as well as Ruhrgas 
and Wintershall. The Finland option has been ques- 
tioned because of estimated costs of at least $3 billion. 

But Gazprom may also be considering moves to give 
it control over connections to the Polish route. The Fi- 
nancial Times reported last week that Gazprom may 
bid on an interest in Slovakia’s gas network when it is 
privatized this year. Other bidders include the same 
European customers and partners of Gazprom. 

None of these possibilities bodes well for Ukraine. 

The government’s success in increasing collections 
for electricity bills has proved to be short lived. 
Ukraine’s agreement to treat the arrears for Russian 
gas as a sovereign debt has apparently served as a green 
light for generating companies to take whatever they 
need. The power companies also know that accounts 
can eventually be settled against gas that Russia pays 
to Ukraine as a transit fee, leaving the governments to 
straighten it out. 

Meanwhile, Ukraine seems to be back in the same 
insecure situation as it was months ago, with not enough 
cash, not enough gas and rising gas debts, as Russia 
presses forward with plans that could leave it without 
its major source of supplies. 


World Bank project to work on village level 


(Eastern Economist)—The Uk- 
Tainian government and the World 
Bank announced the beginning of 
the pilot stage of the Ukrainian fund 
of Social Investments, after a Bank 
mission visit to Kyiv, Feb. 1. 

The project is aimed at improv- 
ing the living standards of poor com- 


the local level. 


Oblast villages. 


franchised and fostering reforms on 

The project includes two stages 
and consists of mini project to be 
conducted in two Khmelnytsky | 


“Our strategy is to involve local 


most urgent needs. Communities 
should participate in the project in 
order for it to succeed,” said World 
Bank mission head Halyna Sotirova. 
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to foreign markets 


(Eastern Economist)— The officials figures show that in 2000 the GDP 
in Ukraine grew by 6% and industry production volumes by 12.9%,” said 
Anatoliy Kinakh at meeting with the Kyiv Press Club of market reforms 
Jan.30. 

However, he said that this was not the result of deep economic reforms 
but rather of a favorable climate on foreign markets. 

2000 was the year when we achieved serious results on the upper politi- 
cal level — we came to realize that a market economy means tough com- 
petition everywhere, and that the state’s main function is to protect na- 
tional interests. 

If there is demand, production grows, if not — stagnation sets in,” said 
Kinakh. He expressed сопсет with the development gap between Ukraine 
and other countries. 

“The world is moving ahead fast, and if we waste our efforts on politi- 
cal fights, this gap will grow even bigger,” he added. 


Real wages fall 6.5% 


(Eastern Economist)—Real wages in Ukraine in 2000 decreased 6.5%, 
while the level of real pensions dropped 15.5%, stated Market Reforms 
Centre Director Volodymyr Lanovy, Jan. 30. 

He added that the nominal wage in Jan.-Nov. 2000 increased 17.7%, 
while inflation during this period was 25.8%. 

All nominal monetary revenues of the population increased on average 
by 40.4%, with the real increase of 7.3%. 

Lanovy attributed this to a sharp increase in the profits of entrepreneurs 
and the sale of agricultural products. 

Lanovy noted that in 2000, the gap between the rich and the poor grew 
significantly, and that this creates conditions for social and political insta- 
bility. 


Briefly 


Decree to boost farmers’ rights 


(Eastern Economist)—President Leonid Kuchma signed a decree on pro- 
tecting farmers’ property rights during agriculture sector reforms, Jan. 30. 
Pursuant to the document, the Agrarian Policy Ministry, Crimean Repub- 
lic’s Minister’s Council, Kyiv and Sevastopol City Administrations are to 
introduce documented verification of farmers’ rights to own land. 


More farmers to own land 

(Eastern Economist)—In 2001, 6.2 million farmers will receive land own- 
ership documents, said Premier Viktor Yushchenko, Jan. 24. He added 
that the state budget allocated less than needed to register and distribute 
these documents, however the government plans to use funds from “in- 
vestors, creditors and grants in order to complete the process as soon as 
possible,” said Yushchenko. 


Gas debt at $52M 


(Eastern Economist)—Fuel and Energy Minister Serhiy Yermilov says 
that as of Feb. 5, NaftoGaz Ukrayiny had paid Russia’s Itera for gas sup- 
plied in Jan. 2001, but that a debt of US$52 million remained from 2000. 
He added that talks with Itera are in progress. Itera stopped gas supplies 
on Jan. 16. Since that date, Ukraine has paid Hr 100 million for gas. 
Yermilov noted there are no problems with the transit of Turkmen gas. 


Oschadny deposits up 37 % 

(Eastern Economist)—The volume of deposits made into Oschadny Bank 
of Ukraine in 2000 by individuals rose by 37% from Hr 935.9 million to 
Hr 1.28 billion as of Jan 1, 2001. Oschadny Bank management says that 
the bank will strengthen its position among the top 10 banks in Ukraine in 
terms of individual deposits saying, “the first steps towards realizing this 
goal have already been taken.” 


communities to solve their prob- 


munities, helping the socially disen- lems, to teach them to identify the 


EBRD to promote international trade 


(RFE/RL)—The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development on 
Jan. 24 signed a deal offering US$9 million in guarantees for four large 
Ukrainian banks to help them handle international trade, Interfax reported. 
“It is very important to support Ukraine’s international and intra-regional 
trade,” EBRD First Vice-President Charles Frank commented. The banks 
are the Aval Post Pension Bank, the First Ukrainian International Bank, 
the Forum Commercial Bank, and the Nadra Commercial Bank. Frank 
announced that the EBRD is planning to open a new bank in Ukraine that 
will provide “micro-lending” for small businesses. Frank also discussed 
the construction of two nuclear reactors in Ukraine to compensate for the 
loss of electricity due to the Спогпобу! closure. He said the EBRD may | 
decide to finance the construction if the Paris Club agrees to restructure 
some of Ukraine’s foreign debt. 


Cargill looking for stable agricultural climate 


(Eastern Economist)—Private investors are looking for stable climate in 
the agriculture sector, which should depend only on the decisions of pro- 
ducers themselves, and not on government decisions, said Cargill Board 
Chair Warren Staley in meeting with Premier Viktor Yushchenko, Jan. 25. 
Warren said the two discussed cooperation in the sunseed refinery indus- 
try and mineral fertilizer production. Cargill has thus far invested US$85 
million into Ukraine’s agriculture sector. 
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Officials clarify military relations with Russia, NATO 


(JF Monitor)—As anticipated, the Ukrainian-Russian mili- 
tary “agreements,” discussed during Russian Defense Minis- 
ter Igor Sergeev’s recent visit to Kyiv, are for the most part 
not the done deals which Moscow made them out to be. 

Nor have they intruded as yet into the sphere of Ukraine- 
NATO relations, though a potential for such intrusion does 
seem inherent in some of Kyiv’s concessions. In the wake of 
that visit, some Russian and Ukrainian military officials have 
hinted at what Sergeev failed to obtain. 

Kyiv turned down the demands to: 

e Supply information on movements of warships of NATO 
member countries in Ukraine’s territorial waters; 

e Allow Russian forces in the Crimea to deploy new weap- 
ons systems without requesting Ukraine’s consent — which 
is currently required — but merely by “informing” Ukraine 
about the fact; 

» Renounce Ukraine’s right of inspecting Russian weapons 
systems such as tactical aircraft in order to verify the removal 
of gear capable of carrying nuclear ammunition; 

» Introduce favorable customs regulations for supply car- 
goes delivered from Russia to the Crimean bases of the Rus- 
sian navy; 

» Grant Russian servicemen the right to stay in the Crimea 
after retirement and receive their Russian pensions there; 

» Recognize Russian ownership of installations in and 
around Sevastopol, built with Russian funds on Ukrainian 
land plots rented since 1992. 

On Jan. 30, the Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Ministry’s chief 
spokesman Шог Hrushko confirmed that Sergeev had рго- 
posed creating a joint Russian-Ukrainian combat naval squad- 
ron, and that Kyiv countered with the suggestion to create a 
search-and-rescue naval unit which would assist any ships 
and planes in distress—for example, during storms. 

Agreement on that matter was reached “in principle,” sub- 
ject to follow-up negotiations. Citing the absence of any 
Ukrainian-Russian agreement on common defense or the com- 
mon use of military forces, the Foreign Affairs Ministry ruled 
out the creation of a joint combat naval squadron. Hrushko, 
however, did confirm that Moscow seeks a bilateral agree- 
ment on naval cooperation and that Ukraine. has agreed to 
enter into consultations with Russia on the matter. 

According to the Ukrainian naval command’s official 
spokesman, those consultations are for the moment limited 
to drafting the documents on the search-and-rescue unit. An- 
other agreement “in principle” was reached on creating a joint 
Ukrainian-Russian unit to guide ships’ movements to 


Sevastopol and other naval harbors. Top Ukrainian officials 
have assured American representatives that such a unit would 
not be authorized to allow or prohibit the entry of foreign 
ships to those harbors. 

The Ukrainian officials insist as before that Ukraine alone 
holds such authority as the sovereign state in the Crimea. Yet 
any bilateral agreement with Russia on that matter could well 
generate ambiguities and conflicting interpretations, poten- 
tially altering the status quo to the detriment of Ukraine and 
her Western partners in the Black Sea. Sergeev’s most palpa- 
ble success in Kyiv was the Ukrainian consent to Russia’s 
participation in the advance planning of NATO exercises on 
Ukrainian territory. 

Moscow took immediate advantage of that opportunity at 
the Jan. 30-31 planning conference in Odesa for the NATO- 
led Sea Breeze-2001 exercise. Russia has in principle con- 
sented, for the first time, to participate in this year’s Sea 
Breeze. But at the planning conference, the Russian Black 
Sea Fleet command objected to certain aspects of the 


Tarasiuk to head a 
Renaissance Foundation 
project 


By Valery Kostykevych, The Day 

Former Minister of Foreign Affairs Borys Tarasiuk, dis- 
missed four months ago by decree of President Leonid 
Kuchma, addressed the public several times recently in 
Zhytomyr (incidentally, he hails from Polissia). Speaking to 
the press, the former foreign minister said he had abandoned 
government and diplomatic service after a 25 year career as а 
diplomat. He says he has been offered no specific job since 
his dismissal and still remains unemployed and without a sal- 


Answering The Day’s question as to what he is going to do 
in the immediate future, the former minister said that, in ad- 
dition to active participation in the domestic political life as a 
Reforms and Order Party member, he also has other plans. In 
particular, Tarasiuk has signed a contract with the Interna- 
tional Renaissance Foundation to carry out a project to analyze 
foreign policy under his guidance. Also under discussion is 
the question of setting up, with his participation, an Interna- 
tional Politics Centre. 


upcoming exercise — for example, the use of some venues 
“too close to Russian installations” and an “uninteresting” 
role reserved for Russian units. On that basis, the command 
warmed that Russia might well drop the intention to partici- 
pate in the exercise. The warning appears designed to affect 
the value of the exercise by exploiting NATO’s and Ukraine’s . 
desire to ensure Russian participation as a token of political 
goodwill. 

A spate of stories in the Moscow media have claimed that 
President Leonid Kuchma and other Ukrainian officials are 
giving favorable consideration to proposals for joint Russian- 
Ukrainian production of intercontinental ballistic missiles. 
Ukrainian National Security and Defense Council. 

Secretary Yevhen Marchuk and Kuchma’s senior adviser 
Volodymyr Horbulin — who currently heads the top supervi- 
sory commission for the defense industry — have dismissed 
those Russian media stories. The allegations surfaced in the 
wake of Marshal Sergeev’s Kyiv visit and ahead of Kuchma’s 
upcoming meeting in Dnipropetrovsk with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin. They appeared designed to sow doubt in the 
West regarding Ukraine’s commitment to observing interna- 
tional treaties on strategic arms control and on nonprolifera- 
tion of missile and nuclear technologies. 

Meanwhile, Kuchma and the Ukrainian Defense Ministry 
have announced the signing of two major presidential docu- 
ments on cooperation with NATO. The first is a decree which 
institutes “national coordinators” on Ukraine-NATO relations, 
defining the coordinators’ powers and respective spheres of 
authority. 

Essentially, heads and other senior officials of state agen- 
cies are being put in charge of specific functional aspects of 
Ukraine’s cooperation with NATO. 

The second decree confers official status on the State Pro- 
gram for Ukraine’s Cooperation with NATO in 2001-2004 
and instructs the government to proceed with the program’s 
implementation. 

Both decrees proceed from the Ukraine-NATO Charter of 
Distinctive Partnership, which was signed in 1997 and has 
successfully been implemented thus far. 

However, Ukraine’s ability to continue along this path and 
also to resist self-damaging concessions to Russia in the mili- 
tary sphere will largely depend on the internal political posi- 
tion of the beleaguered Kuchma administration. There is every 
sign that Moscow will seek — as did Sergeev on his visit — 
to exploit Kuchma’s deteriorating internal position in the hope 
of extracting military and economic concessions. 
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